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“The question of religion, bound up as it is with
Whence and the Whither, the Alpha and the Omega of
stirs the deepest depths of human nature; it is the factor i
education beside which the teacher of languages, mathematics
and science sinks into insignificance.” _

—C. H. P. Mavo,
in “The Nineteenth Century and After.

“If we could lead the pupils aright in attractive ways and
carry religion into the very heart of Parsee family life, then
only could we remove scepticism, and creating a high mora
purpose make a marked improvement in the character and
welfare of the rising generation.” '

— % Parsee Educational Sem’éce; ,
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Foreword
v

" yTYHERE is no denying the fact that religion, *“the Alpha and
B the Omega of life,” is the brightest and most necessary
~ licht needed in all our affairs and that food for the Soul
~ must be properly supplied with worldly education. Religion is
* peally a most powerful factor in the education of young people,
~ and our significant contact with western thoughts and civili-
. sation has also taught us to rely upon our past folklore and
. traditions and our old sublime Faith. In order to keep pace
. with the material growth in the world, our reverence for God
" must be abiding and our faith in the Spiritual Leader unflinch-
ing. This is especially so in the students’ world.

y I have keenly felt for a long time the need of a handy book
~ on the Zoroastrian religion in simple English, together with a
~ book of daily prayers in the original Avesta with commentary
- for the use of young boys and girls studying in higher institu-
tions. With this object in view I had published in 1912 a
| “Zoroastrian Daily Prayer Book,” and the present volume is
. written on similar lines.

Time has made the Parsees forget altogether the old
- languages of their scriptures, while utilitarians deride the critical
- study of the dead Avestan and Pahlavi methods of expression.
. But we need not therefore lose also their inner spirit and frag-
. rance. An attempt has been made in this book to translate some
. of the most; striking features of the Zend-Avesta and to put them
~ in an attractive form for all who desire to peep into the glorious
- past. This is, T believe, a step towards the Right Path, a step
. Yowards our revered Prophet Zoroaster and towards all that has
- been connected with Him.




vi FOREWORD

Ten small books on different subjects are put tog:ebher in
this volume. In the first book the reader is initia,t:e.d 1'ntorbh
Zend-Avesta, and the essential features of Zoroastrianism
clearly shewn. The second is a prayer book for {!:he use of’ Pfa.rsa !
students, in the form of songs in Avestd, Pazend ) an‘sl f]én
English to be repeated daily before other lesson.s begin, in 011 e
that they may carry a good thought every morning to their clag
rooms. For holy days a longer common prayer has been give
after the thirty daily songs. The Avestan treasure has been pres
served in these selections ; and at the same time, in ordexz to cc?nve j
the sensein current language, they have been translated mto'mmpl
English as far as practicable. The original characters, which arg
unfortunately unknown to our people to-day, ha.w? F)een
literated into English characters, just like the Gujarati chamcber.
of our prayer book written in that language. No changes
been made in the original text, and references to the 1a.?‘ger Avestal
have been given at the end. Sometimes a verb in the first
person singular has been changed into the first person plural, s

as to recommend joint prayers if desirable. It should, howev
be borne in mind that it is not my intention that these.song.
should supersede the prayers of the Khordeh Avesta; for, in tih_.__
third book fuller notes have been given on the regular Parseg
daily and divisional prayers, and ceremonials hax're' not beer
disregarded. In the fourth, a short sketch of the rel-lgloua-s career
of the Prophet has been given and His personality depicted in orde |
to place before the reader’s eyes His great ideal. Outlines of
sermons on Zoroastrian subjects have been put in the fifth part
give the student an opportunity to work them up in oAy fo
They form, however, some important principles and points 15
remember and a few historical facts which every Parsee ought
know. In the sixth book the reader is introduced to literatm‘:
in general and to old Persian poetry in particular. Poetry :?.lwa.j{
attracts the youthful mind, and the student will find in thl
chapter some wholesome religious food in antique verse. Th
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seventh book traverses a wider field, viz., science taken in the
broadest sense possible, and an endeavour has been made
herein to show that there are ideas in the time-honoured Parsee
customs which resemble those of the present day. Educationists
pow insist that a course in Moral Edueation should form part
of the school programme. The old method of giving religious
and moral instruction in stereotyped essays and old-fashioned
sermons to be crammed should be done away with, and religion
and morality should both be brought home to the pupils in
their every-day life. Stories of any type are interesting and
morals can be more easily taught through these than through bare
‘quotations and extracts from moral treatises. A selection of a
few such tales has been made in the eighth part. The ninth is
a book of great thoughts from and about the Zend-Avesta. To
enhance the student’s devotion the daily reading of one quotation
is recommended. The tenth book is a very feeble attempt at
a versified lecture on Zoroastrianism, in the absence of any such
literature.

Thus it will be seen that the whole volume is meant to serve
the double purpose of educating the rising generation in this
‘important subject, and of supplying a great variety of allied
matters for general reading in English. This book is not
intended to be used only in Parsee high schools but also to serve
as a useful manual for home-training.

I have not ventured herein to claim any originality, or to
impose upon the reader any dogma or patent theories. My chief
object, as a teacher of Avesta, has been to present in a suitable
manner the kernel of the Parsee scriptures. No pains have been
spared to make the book attractive, useful and acceptable to
young Parsee students and other seekers after religious lore,

The indulgence of the reader is craved towards any errors
in it.
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A few illustrations bearing on Zoroastrian aspects have
been put in here and there, I am grateful to Mr. M. S. Dhqfré,
who kindly prepared the drawings for some of the blocks.

I am indebted to all the scholars named in the book itself
and my thanks are especially due to Professor L. H. Mills for
the quotations from his “Hymns of Zoroaster,” published by
Messrs. K. & J. Cooper,

In conclusion, it is my earnest prayer that many readersof |

these pages may be stimulated to the effort of studying for theme
selves at least a part of the original Avesta.

M. P,

Poowa:
Jamshedi Naoroz, 1285 A. Y.
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Isifiation into the Zend-Avesta

P

A Retrospect

URN over slowly the precious pages of the history of the
world and you will come across a page therein written
with golden characters, bearing the name ¢ the Parsee Com-
munity.” It is this body of people that had once domineered
over the seven Keshwars of the world and had secured for
the ruling chief the hereditary title of the «Great King” for
many a century; it is this community which had undergone
many a hard trial ages before the paramount Iranian power
fell from its eminent height and was plunged in the depths
of defeat and danger; it is they that also went through
various vicissitudes, while hiding themselves in caves and

mountains of foreign lands for long and burning the sacred

fire in subterranean caverns, far away from the influence of

 bigoted Moslems, who once for all held sway over the land
‘of Airyanevaejo and made Khalif Omar the hero of the day;
~ and it is this same religious body that has preserved in a pure
form the tenets of the great religion, which the noble prophet of

Iran preached to the world many years ago, and which is
at present bequeathed to a handful of adherents struggling
for prominence on the western shores of this auspicious land
Aryavarta.

Centuries have passed and years have rolled on, the old
order has changed and a new one has taken its place, yet the
sayings and teachings of the Great Master, who flourished
in times immemorial, have yet preserved their sweet fragrance
in the Zend-Avesta. Nations have come and nations have gone,
yet the religion of Zoroaster is still there in its pure form




and Hi)eace to the unhappy country! The great poet Thomas
Moore appropriately sings :—

“Just Alla! what must be Thy look,
When such a wretch before Thee stands
Unblushing with Thy sacred book,—
Turning the leaves with blood-stain’d hands,
And wresting from its page sublime
His creed of lust, and hate, and crime!”

The sacred Book of the old Persians then met an evil fate
and the sweetness of the sacred songs lost their charm as they lay
unsung for centuries. It is no use evading the rude con-
sequences of the Arab invasion of Persia—history is-so lucid and
exact on the point. The long-standing Iranian sovereignty

i pricele;ss treasure.” The Zend-Avesta is rich with relics of the
past and although it has passed through serious trials during its
course round the wheel of fortune, in it are still preserved

- many nuggets of spiritual gold. To such a treasure it is

worth our while to draw the attention of the rising generation—
the pillars of future Parseeism. We want the good old religion
at the back of the race and modern civilisation in front of it,
so that there may result a happy mingling of what is best in
both. What is most needed is their faith in Mazdayasnian
Zoroastrianism, and their pride in the history of ancient Persia.
Above all, in this age of applied knowledges, we really need the
application of Zoroastrianism in an atéractive form.

: We may pray that our youngsters may now be taught what
their Prophet said and did in those bygone days, so that they









































































































































































































































































































































































































