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Introduction
Avesta, origimlly a language of the ancient Intfanian stock of languages, is presently
the language of the Zoroastrian scripturés.is no more used for day to day
communication purposeand hencée s ref erred to as a 6dead | ar

This elementarybook, helpsbeginners to study the Avestan script, learn the language and
understand itbasict e x t s . It i s prepared in the format
view that a student may learn the language without much help from a tutor. Each chapter

is prepared a1 aseparateunit. Most footnotes provide alternative words or contemporary

versions of grammatical terminologies. They are intended for reference and are not
essential to learning the language.

Exercises have been provided at the end of each chaptgrwiih keys to most exercises
at the end of the boolA Question Bank has been provided at the end for tivbsavant
to evaluate themselves.

The book is based on the Avesta grammar notes given by late Dasturji Dr. Hormazdyar
Kayoji Mirza to his studentsThe style, content and layout of this book is a result of the
teachingexperience and interaction duritige past severgkears.

Considering the elementary nature of the book, grammatical rules have been simplified.
Wherever there arenultiple options in terminations only the most frequently used
alternativehas been givein the book This book may also be used as a sourcebook for
teaching Avestan script and grammar.

To study Avestan grammar in greaterthadet ai l |
Avesta |l anguageo by Kavasji Edal j i Kanga (
compari son wi t h Sanskrito by A. V. Wi I Il iams

Language Ill. The Grammarf Avest ano b yEnckclbpaédia Hami€afllma nn  (
pp.3544) ard An Introduction to Young Avestan by P. O. Skjaervo (Online, 2003).

| hope this book will enable people get familiar withthe Avestan script, grammar and
language.

Ramiyar Parvez Karanjia
Dadar, Mumbai.
June 201



|. THE AVESTAN ALPHABET

The Avestan language

Avesta is the oldest extant Iranian language. It belongs to thelragian family of
languages. It is the mother of other Iranian languages like Old Persian, Middle Persian,
Kurdish, Pashtu and Ossetic. Avesta heads the Irangatibrof Indelranian language,

just as Vedic Sanskrit is the sourca the Indian branch, whiclmas languages like
Hindustani, Bengali and Marathihe striking similarity between Vedic Sanskrit and
Avestan is on account of their common origin.

The Iranan language family can be undend as follows:

Language Period
Hypothetical proteAryan language (now lost) ProtcAryan period
Avesta Peshda&Kayan period
Old Persian Achaemenian
Inscription Pahlavi Ashkanian &early Sasanian
Pahlavi (Middle Persig, Manichaenian, Tokharigic. | Sasanian
Neo-Persian PostSasnian

Other important languages in the IaHaropean family are Armenian, Balti¢
Lithuanian, Latvian, Old Prussian, AnatoliarHittite, Celtici Hittite, Gallic, Hispanic,
Irish, Scot, Wedh, Tocharian, Heenic i Classical Greek Modern Greek, Germanic
Old Saxori Modern German, Norwegian, Icelandic, Italic and Latin.

Account of the Avestan texts

Avestan texts were composed in absolute prehistory when the art of reading and writing
had not yet been adequately developed. They were handed down by oral tradition from
generation to generation since very ancient times.

The Iranianhistorical traditions regarding the transmission of the Avestats are
recoded in theD U n k,a tlde basis ofvhich a succinct account of their transmission
can be formulated

According to this tradition, one written copy of the entire Avestan texts, comprising of 21

Nasks (Volumes), was deposited in the royal archives of Kirsiptasp. 21 priestly

families were entrusted the task of memorizing one Nask each and the Nasks were orally
transmitted from generation to generation. During the Achaemeimees, the written

Avestan textsin the royal archivesvas destroyed duringA| ex ander 6 s I nvasi
conquest of Iranin 330 B.C. Emperor Vologes&&alkhash| (51177 A.C.) of the
Parthian/Arshkanian dynasty (2B€-226 AC) made an unsuccessful attengptegather

the 21 Avestan Nasks.

The SasaniafEmperor Artakhshi® U p a (226841 A.C.) instructed his Head Priest
DasturTansar (Tosarjo compilea standard edition of 21 Nasksfrom the scattered
Avestan texts. This work was completed under Dastur Adarbad Marespand during the
reign of Emperor Shapur Il (36879 A.C.).

The Avestan textsvere endangereance again when the Aralisvaded ancconquered
Iranin 641 A. C. However, they were not completely destroyed. Out of 21 Avestan, Nasks
20 were in existence till the 9th century. A summary of 19 Nasks, based on their Pahlavi
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translations, is found in the VIII and IBooks of theD U n k.a\ftedthe 9" century, most

of the Avestan Nasks and their Pahlavi translations have been lost, mainly due to the large
scale massacre and destruction brought about in Iran by the Huns Changiz Khan and
Halagu Khan inthe 14" century and later by the Tartar Timlihe Lame in the 18
century.

The Extant Avestan texts

The extant Avestatextsmay be divided as follows:
The Yasndincluding the Gathgs

The Visparad .

The Vi ehdidad d

The Khordeh Avesta (including the Yashts)
Fragments of some of the lost Nadks

agrwphPE

Origin of the Avestan script

Though Avestan is the oldest known Iranian languagd, it even pralates the times of
prophet Zarathushtra, it had no script of it own and was orally transmitted from generation
to generationThere is a traditiorthat a copy of the Avestan textsere committed to
writing and deposited in the royal arces/during the Kayanian and Achaemenian times.
However, the script used in writing is not known. ley may have been written in
primitive indigenous scripts of those times, used for inscribing royal records and edicts.

According to literaryand archaeologial references, attempts were made to commit
Avestan to writing during the Parthian period, in the script of those times. However, this
attempt was not successful. The Avestan script, as it is used today, was developed in the
Sasanian period during the gai of Shapur I, and modified till the times of Cosroe II/
Khushru Purviz (59%28 A.C.). This scriptknown as theD g n Dafbtilreehscr i pt
rel i gi ou s, isthesariptpvithsvhich we write the Avestan language today.

Indian and Iranian Styles

There is a slight variance in the way some of the letters of the Avestan script were written
by scribes in Iran anthdia. The Iranian scribes wrote in an ornamental manner with a
greater flourish and curves at the end. The Indian scribes used straight strokes. In this
book theAvestan script ofndian style has been used.

! Fragmentshave been preserved in th®mmentaries given in Pahlavi translations, colophons of
manuscriptsAvestaPahlavi Frahang and other Pahlavi works.



1. The Avestan characters (1)

Specialdistinguishing features of the Avestan script

1) The Avestan script is written from right to left.

2) The direction of writing and relative positions of each letter have to be noted.

3) One sound may be represented by more than one chardepending o their
placementn the word.

4) Each Avestan character has an equivalent for transcription. Most ottieseteare
from the English alphabet, but some adoptedfrom the Greek alphabet, and few
specialcharacterdhave been introducedy and lage the system of Karl Hoffmann has
been adopted for transcription.

5) Every complete Avesta word is followed by a dot (likéuk stop), called a word
separator.

6) Three dots are used to indicate the end of a sentence. Sometimes three small circles
used in a similar way, indicate the end of a paragraph.

Avesta letter] Transcription| Pronunciation

-a- @ a - as incritica
- A- / a - as in fther
-i- H | - as init

-1 - 4 Q- asin ke

- U S U-asin ut

-U , 00 - as in shot
- k- J K - as inkite

X - ) kh - as inkhart
-F- 5 Kh - as inkhyal
x-> |0 khv - as inkhvU |
-g- |F g - as ingirl

-G 3¢ gh- as inGhana

! This and the following two words showing pronunciation are not from thgligh language as these
sounds are not available in this language.

A combination of two Pahl avi |l etters 6x06 and o6vo
% This is the Greek lettafamma
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Unlike Sanskrit,he consonants in Avestan, do not have inherent vowel sounds, and hence
cannot stand by themselves. dnsonant needs to be followed by a vowel to depict a full
sound. Thus:

ak ka [jk K | gkky

Ak kK O| |k ko |ukkl

Exercise:
1. Practice the following:

X |1 g |

F U |A |k

X |G |a |u

2. Write the following in Avestan script. Speak as you write:

F @ 3 Xi
F/ 3U x U
FS J H k 1

2. The Alphabets (2)

Avesta letter Transcription Pronunciation

-0- M O - asin @ing
-O I O-asin®

-e - [ € - as inplenty
-E -1 2 € - as inAndre
-q- ] 2 th - asin b¢h
-d- C d - as inday

1t is used as final vowel in Gathas and in the diphthong combinkt@n a U .
2 This sign is similar to the Greek lettdeta



Avesta letter

Transcription

Pronunciation

-D- ! dh - as in @here
-r- I I' -as inrun
-f - E f -asinfan
-b A b - as inbat
-t-2 R {-asinten
-T-3 9 t - asin put

Exercise:
1. Practice the following:
T |E |o |f
D |t b | d
r \q |e |O

2.Write the following in Avestan script. Speak as you write:

g

@9

A7

P/ 9

C @2

R@

A @M

P @2

3. The Alphabets (3)

Avesta letter

Transcription

Pronunciation

.\
-\

D

e-asined

RV

e-asined

1 This sign is similar to the Greek letdelta

21t is used at the beginning and middle of words.

3ltis used at the end of words or when foIIoweok)g’I k ol® o @

* Generally replace@ 6 a 6

Thi s

sign

i s

wlbveed by final M® m6 Man é .
similar

t o an

Al s o
inverted

® 1t is generally used as final vowel, especially in Gathas

used

ddrodhe

final



Avesta letter

Transcription

Pronunciation
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vy OFD ere-as in tere
-C- B ch - as inchair
e | ] -as injam

-t L N - as innut

-N - : \ Nas in grunt

-m M N - as inman
-M 6 Ng - as in sog
. O C Ng - as in playng
-P- N P - as inpan
-h- h h - as inhen
-B-* W W - as inwater
" Practce the following;

V ] m |?

B p |C n

N h M |V
2. Transcribe the following into Avest script. Speak as you write:
ADPDO9 C@C/ 9 @GS P
/ITP @ K @@ @GH

! This cluster of three letters, is treated as one sound in Avesta.

2 Used instad of1 6 nwiien followed by a guttural or dental consonant.

%It generally follows anl 6 i 6

*1t generally follows D 6 &

ath d 6 .
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3. Transcribe the following in Roman script. Speak as you write:

,mvk ,mUnat ,aDoab

JAmha ,AMamvn Jiriap

4. The Alphabets (4)

Avesta letter Transcription Pronunciation

OW I asin ow

Y
-&- Z anl asin Farce
-y-l Yy Y -as in lawer
Sy -° y Y -as inyear
-S- Q S - asingt
s’ 8 sh_ as in hash
.c-" N Sh. asin shame
2} b sSh_ asin $iyam
-Z- y4 Z - as inzebra
-Z- = Zh _ asin aure
-W-6 \Y V - as n sae
-V\,l7 \Y V -as inverse
Self study:

1. Transcribe the following in Roman script. Speak as you write:

1t is used only in the middle of words. Hence it is
2ItisusedonIyinthebeginningofwordﬂ;.ence it is known as initial 6y 6.
3\tis used at the end of words and also when followeB byc 6 t 6a mod .

*Itis used at the beginning and within a word.

°t is used at the beginning and within a word, when
®\tis usa only within the word.

7 It is used only at the beginning of a word.
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JItsa , mvtSihaw ,UhoW ,mvCa
JAmha ,AtSu ,Itsa ,AtSu
°, mvCa ,iAtSihaW ,iACa ,Tayh

@* DK TMG: T@GH8RDK @QR4
S8R/ @QR4 S8R/ @GK/ H
GW@9 @/ H T@GH8R/ H @"DK"

2. Transcribe the following in Avestan script. Speak as you write:

ya] U ahl ]V arBa"pé&dha c U, i

vabh_u8d a z d U6hndad anarzm a&6h uBma z d Ui

xa] rbnc U a hur Oy u bly GOV ddesdinidd r

,Acah ,Tic ,TACa ,Sutar ,Aqga ,OyriaW ,Uha ,AgaY

JAHam ,SuVhMa ,m&nanagofy ,OhManam ,AHad ,SuVhMawW
°, mvrAtsAW ,Tadad ,Oybugvrd ,miY ,A ,iAruha ,AcmvrgaCx

Exercise:

1. Practice the following:

y |& |s |S

C |} |z |Z

| Y |w |W

2. Give he transcriptions of the following letters in Roman script.
Y } & W
Z W C I

3. Transcribe the following in Roman script. Speak as you write:

,TAdad ,mUyAp ,Etiawam ,AHam ,An ,mvk
,EhManEa ,AtaCvradid ,lwgvrd ,Am ,Tayh
,/AcsahManam ,AcsargA ,TAmhaBqg ,nmvyna
,Aruha ,AtSoarq ,mvCa ,SiAnqoay } ,lyaY
", AcoawArf JiAyanEad ,m&wtsAd ,iOm ,mé&t
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4. Transcribe the following in Avestan script. Speak as you write:
k vDOrDn JwU p6diU sD@ip h

clr U n2@i a ld8rnmebtoi=ang c i

a%h @i v o@i\i &r @ab a _

mazdU ahmU® ¥al®mUi cva

5. Phonetic divisions of the Alphabets

The Avesta alphabet has 50 characters, divided into two grodpsVowels and 35
ConsonantsA vowel is asound produced bietting air flow cleanlythrough the moutt
consonant is a sourmtoduced byinterrupting the flowof air through the mouthrhese
letters are divided into vanus phonetic divisions as under

15 VOWELS
Simple Vovels

Phonetic Division Short Long

Gutteral(by letting air flow from thehroat) a@ A/

Palatal(by moving the tongue near tpalate) i H | 4
Labial (by pursing thdips) us U :
Cerebral(by rolling the tongue) vivD P | -

Diphthongs

Di p ht hscarsecdndary vowel sound. Its sound is devised bgdhwination of the
sound of two simple vowelsSome languages use two vowels to represent a diphthong
sound. In Avesta a single letter is used.rérere threeiphthongs sounds in Avestaach
sound is represented by two lettefweeindicated ashort andthe otherthreeaslong.

The short and long diphthondsfer only in theirplacement, and not in their sounalue
Phonetically theshort and long diphtongepresent the same sound.

Short Long
e [ E 2
v D V_
o M |O 7

Special Vowels
These two characters are referred to as special since there are no similar letters in the
alphabets of other related languages.

| Y & Z




35 CONSONANTS
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Phonetic Division

Unaspirant

Aspirant

Unaspirant

Aspirant

Gutteral (obstructing of the flow
of air by thethroat)

k J

x5/ F

‘89 F

G 3

Palatal(obstructing of the flow o]
air by thepalate)

c B

j o

Dental(obstructing of the flow o]
air by theteeth)

t RT9

dC

D

Labial (obstructing of the flow o]
air bylips)

p N

b A

Nasal (making the air flow from
thenose

nL;

N \:

mK;:

Mo, ?

C

Sibilant(making hissing sound b
thetongue)

sQS g C~

} b

ZX Z =

Semivowel / Liquid (sound
transmuted fronsimple vowel3

y WY <;

w

, Wooor

P

Aspiration (sound  produce(
exhalation of air)

h G

Bi-labial (obstructing the flow of
air bylips afterpursing them

B U

Ligature$(combination of two

Avesta @ Pahlavi letters)

! V:

X0

Exercise:
1. Give the transcripts and phonetic divisions of the following letters:
Av. letter Transcript Phonetic Division
B
B
Y
N
?
F
“"The Unaspirate consonants are those
consonants have an inherent O6h6é sound

place.

without
to

t he

corresp
2 This is not a phonetic but an orthographic division. Its given here to have all the characters together in one
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2. Give the consonants in the following phangroups:

Phonetic Group | Consonants

Dental

Sibilant

Palatal

6. Orthographic rules for placement of letters

-F- X isusedbeforethelettad y & . ,UyF@dAicount ry. o

-1 - 1is used at the beginning and in middle of words.,Bfatibody . 0

-T- Ois used at the end of words or when followedkoys k 6 bo b 6 . , Tad
it heaEaKT fit eaching. o

-+ Dreplacesa when followed by finalfV N. Eg: .mvruham-,aruhai | or d

It is also used as the final vowel affeid r 6 . ,vrabAd AO Creator!o

-\ __isgenerally used as final vowedg: , VM my a¥ in the combinatiotd\V/

-N- \isusedinsttaddi6 n6 when followed by aEgs

,atSugNa ft oe, fTNaweifmow many 20

-?- Cfollowsani 6 iEy:,uh?i@ad icountryo

-B- wifollowsD 66 a@ do6Eg:,ayBgar fti mel y. o

-S- 8is used at the end of words and when followedCby ¢ 6 t adrt dys:
,atSihaW fbesSirtag; it he mountain. o

-C- " isused in the beginning and within a worEg:;,aCUfA d awn . ©

-} - D isused only when followedby 6y 6 .,ayBgafibl essed. o

-y - Y is used only within the word.

-Y - VY is used only at the beginning of words.

-W V is used only within the words.

-W Vis used only at the beginningwbrds.
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Self study:
Correct the following spellings:
Incorrect Correct Incorrect Correct
,uyxad ,uyFad ,uhMiad ,uh?iad
,utnaj ,UtNaj ,ar?a ,arM
,awgar ,aBqgar ,aFah ,ax ah
Exercise:
1. Correct the spellings:
JAgay ,MvIAa
,Uhow taYh

[I. SANDHI

In Avesta, nouns, adjectives, participles and other parts of speech are formed by adding
suffixes to rootsThesenouns and adjectives are crude forms. If they have to be used in a
sentence, case terminations have to be added to them. In the proc@esofguffixes

and terminations, letters come into contact, and undergo a change, which is known as
Sandhior Euphony. Thus,Sandhi is a combination of two or more vowels or consonants
resulting in a changed form.

Depending on the letters coming in tact, there are two types of Sandhi:

1) Vowel Sandhi, in which both the letters are vowels.

2) Consonantal Sandhi, in which both the letters are consonants.

When one letter is a vowel and the other a consonant, no change takes place.

1. Vowel Sandhi

There ardour types of Vowel Sandhi :
A. DIRGHA SANDHI,
B. GUNA SANDHI,
C. VRIDDHI SANDHI
D. ANTARGATA SANDHI.

A. DIRGHA SANDHI is a combination ofwo similar simple vowelsesulting in a long
vowel:

AY a+ a |[&Y &+ A/ a UY u u
AY A+ a |[IY I+ UY Ut u
AY a+ A[IY i+ | W w U
AY A+ A|IY 1+ 1 WY U+ U

! Exceptional cases, when the rules of vowel Sandhi, do not apply, is called Pragrih%a@g-: itheno.
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Examples:

Adrivi ngana@épyoanaat apu

having heaapshwand¥ apsatoaward

1

we g aandgadinY amA+ Agadin

1

ia fi@AraeY inA+ arac

A a trna&awn&+ Anaw

| pour.,dl ¥y &whtin

3t

1]

good vwatx day atx w h

B. GUNA SANDHI is the combination aofwo dissimilar vowelsthe first one of which is

a and the second is one of the simple vowels:

EaY I/i +a

oaY U u+ a

R& vr+ a

Examples:

neit heo , aDEainYnadi+ an

5t

HOd o k h ¢ ,abn @#a@ghdy atx u aDah

5t

to go traYymda o

St

C VRIDDHI SANDHI is the combination afwo dissimilar vowel®f which, the first one
is A :

iAY 1/i+ A

uAY Uu A

RAY vriv A

Vriddhi Sandhi also involveke following changes:

iAY Ea+ a/A

uAY oa+al A

! The underlined letters inditathe letters involved in Sandhi and their result.
20One of the 2Nasks . Literally, fAaccompanied by the word.

)
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Examples:

for MidzamVY Ea + Adzam

=]

for AAwha¥ Ea + aruha

1

icomes thotwiAr¥MsE i + A

D. ANTARGATA SANDHI is the combination afivo dissimilar vowelsThe first vowel
changs into a consonant, and the second vowel remains unchanged.

~ A~

ai Y a+i Aii Y A+i uii Y uri

~ ~

aw Y a+u Aw Y A+u |iw Y i+u

A~ ~

ar Y atvrv |Ar Y A+vrv |ur Y uvrv

~ ~ ~

awa Y a+oa |&wa Y &+oalir Y i+vrv

Awa Y A+oalaya Y atEa|Aya Y A+Ea

Examples:

speaki nanajoaytisio Y anajoa + itiu

1]

1]

opposarAgiap Y arA +itiap

Spityurao (Kingaruyips h¥ @pust ibpso t

5t

for the ,hAyinpaCa a¥d yA o incCa

5t

ifrom t helawmad y% Ta + wat

great | y,aﬁl‘éllb_\/\hed% atirf A + h

1]

wi dely f Il qapAWsU \f(aap:Ad-uru

=]

=]

s maliwgak Y i +sak

ti mahwz Y am +uz

=]

iwith theawa® wY ba toag

fiof owsieb@&wage Y n& +oag

St

pain, aatfirdi ¥ tatioh ond

Exercise:
1. Fill in the blanksand name the Sandhi

iindeed, surel¥YoTi +lz




19

Aspeaking in accor?diat)hcuima 2
fapproachedo Y ati +apu 3
fand the womenoY acsa +irAn |4
ifor the world¥ e +thMa | >
ito be oldo Y U+wz________ 6
isilverno Y an +atazvrv __ _ _ _ !
ispoke fortho Y atxu+arf | 8

2. Which Vowel Sandhis involve
a. Similar Vowels :
b. Dissimilar Vowels :

2. Consonantal Sandhi
When two consonants come togetherthe formation of a wordthe first consonant
generallyundergoes a change, as per certain ruléss is called Consonantal Sandhi.
Some of themportantrulesof consonantal sandhre:
Rule 1:

whenm/ t / n/ w/r / C are added to unaspirate Gutturahla®al and Labial
consonants, the latter change to their corresponding aspirate forms. If the consonant does

not have a corresponding aspirate form, it chang¥s.to

mit /n /Wr/C + Aspirate ConsonarY it /n/Wr/C + Unaspirate consonant

Examples:

puor e datx_iri Y at + ciri

St

idivided; gXpab¥ iabnqak

Rule 2:
When a dental consonant is followedtby, it changes t&. When a dental consonant is

followed by D- /d-, it changes t&@

TsY t +D/d/q/ t/T
DzHY D/ + D/d /gl t/T

Examples:

fideagatiri Y at+qiri
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t ruitd Ar Y it +DAr

1

=]

of f e;aHaywY ad+daym

gi jaHad Y ad+ qad

=]

Rule 3:
When the last letter of the first word %, and the first letter of the second

word/termination ist , M changes toN .

tNY -t + m

Example:

iangr,aN arg Y at + narg

Rule 4:
When the last letter of the first word 8- / Z- , and the first letter of the second

word/termination is { , S- or Z- changes t&S

tS Y-t +s-/z

Examples:

fAvener smteg@S aYt Yuat +zaY

fasked; gal® gap ¥ nafdosrap

Rule 5:

When the last letter of the first word h-, and the first letter of the second

word/termination ist , h- changes t&

ts Y -t +h-

Examples:

fhe/shel/ t  ijitsoa Y it +ha

i hshewe ar,e 6s aWY et +haw

Rule 6:

When the last letter of the first word &, and the first letter of the second

word/termination is N/- 1)  Z- changes t®,

nsormsY -hnor-m+ z-
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Examples:

fivener AnsEY noan+ zaY

i ¢ ai rnrgg@@mKaWY am+ zaW

Rule 7:

When the last letter of the first word -, and the first letter of the second

word/termination is-t , the two letters merge to forfa . In this rule the second letter
merges with theifst, unlike other consonantarmhis.

CVY -t +r-

Examples:

mapay} amY ayt +ram

1]

Fravasaidi ajCawark Y tiv +trawarf

1]

Exercise:
1. Fill in the blanks :

Aseedod Y  nant kat

fever: heat¥ ut pat_ _

=]

FfexhilarationYit +dam

3
t +Tic |4
5
6

iknowl edged Y

Y i
Avomittedo Yat +maW

Arubbedao Y _at +zzam

iteachingbo Y it +has |’
irighteousnedsat +ra |8

2. Give the Avestan word for :

1 |Apaeuwdro 4 |[idi videdo

2 |[ivener at edo 5 |Aqguesti onedo
3 |Ahe wearso 6 |[Acarryingo

lll. ROOTS & THEIR GRADATIONS

1. Roots

A root is the basic component of a word. From the root, other parts of speech like nouns,
adjectives, verbs, participles etc. &memed. In Avesta, a root slways monosyllabic

that is, it contains only one vowel. There may or may not be consonants along with the
vowel. The number of consonants in a root may vary from one to four.
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A root is i ndUObamtiolodve b pyt hée.dablher 6dbash i ndi ca
root is not a complete word. The meaning of a root or any other word has to be placed in
open and closed double inverted commas.

A root by itself is not generally used as a word in a sentence. However, a few root
indicated by an asterisk (*) in the following lisgn be directly used as nouns:

&ra ito obtain; to |&I ito go; to mov

& pat ito heat o G Ap ito protecto

& ICx ito rule: to |&GANS fito batheo

2«vwW it o wor ko *& Ad ito give; to

& Cu ito burn; to {(*&caW fAto speakd

& vrvk ito doo *&jurd ito |lie; to
& uts Aito praiseod & Irf Aito | ovebod
& Ci Ato wisho *TiC  fito ntkh
O-Svrvp fito ask, to i|*o-uY ito joino
& vrvd Aito tear o *>zvivb At o exalto
Exercise:

1. Give the roots:

116 fito go, |5 |0 ito exal
2|06 ito thif6 |O ito prai
3|6 ito bathl7 |O ito wish
4106 fito rul el8 |O it o amskyi

2. Vowel Gradation (Guna and Vriddhi)

We have studied above that every Avestan root has a simple vowel. This simple vowel
has two grades Guna anditithi® A root is generallychangedto either of the grades
before being used in a word, as plke constructional requirement of the word. This

! Also referred to as full or zero grades respectively.
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change is referred to as vowel gradafioihe transformation of a simple vowel into the
two grades takes place in the following manner:

SIMPLE VOWEL GUNA VRIDDHI
A a A

i/ | Ea? iA

u/ U oa’® UA

Vv R rA

Examples :

ROOTS MEANINGS GUNA VRIDDHI
& pat At o heatc‘)_pat -pAt
& nam fito thinki_ nam -nAm
& iCx ito ruleo _pFacx -iACX
& is ito lie d_paq -iAs

& Cug ito hear ol coag -CuAg
& uh fito pound _ggh -uAh
& vrvb fito carryl rap -rAb
& zvrm ito rubo |_zrgm -zrAm
Exercise:

1. Fill in the blanks:
a) The VrddhiformofO-Mag it o goo i s

b) The Guna form of- SVIVPiit o asko i s

c)TheGunaformo@-lI‘f Aito | oveo is

d) The Viddhi form of-UtS it o ps ai sed . i

2. Arrange in your notbook the roots studied above in alphabetical order.

3. Give the Guna and \dhi forms of the following roots:

ROOT GUNA FORM VRIDDHI FORM

1. - N
Onatiato stret

! Also known as ablaut grades.
21O in Gathic texts.

3 UMn Gathic texts.
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2. | « .

OvIviS it o spre
3. | & -

Sjabiato divid
4. | ..

OInNinto | ead
5 |4

Ourmmt o speakd
6. | ~ :

ClpfAito nouris
1. ~

Oursit o hearo
8. |

OVIVPAit o cross

V. NOUNS

1. Primary and Secondary Nouns

Almost all nouns are formed by adding suffixes to the root. Before taking on the suffix,
the rootamay have to be graded. A noun thus formed is called a base or crude form, which
have to be inflected before being used in a sentence. There are two types ofi Nouns
Primary Nouns and Secondary Nouns.

1) Primay Nouns When nouns are formed by adding suf§ixe roots, they are called
Primary Nouns. There are several suffixes which fprimary nouns. The root may have

to be graded before adding the suffix. Some primary nouns are:

Root Noun suffix

Primary Noun

OSmait o be c(a

,aMNaficour ageo

&dcat ato fl oyN

nicat ari ver o

&ipato nour|U

,Uutip Af oodo

&urzit o ageo|anA

LANAWIZA t i me o

Suhito poun|aml

anawAhst i me of
Name of the first Geh.

UCi iarrowo

uhafexi stencebd

&zariat o arr g un

unCardtrut ho
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Specific Noun suffixes:Some Primary noun suffixes are useddpecific purposes
a. Suffix rat - formsAgentive nounsEgs:

fone who pours | ifatoaz oY ¢at - cHiiit ©f Ppliiir @s t o

one wishersouakp Werad- +ito n@upi sho

=]

. SuffixS i- formsNeuter nounswhich areindeclinable Egs:

O

1

a mSiriats Y Si- +it o s@vmiEsdo

we a p’aBiQians Y Si- +it o 6cQans

1]

c. Suffix hMa formsNeuter nouns Egs:
sh otu g thiVianar hMa +dt o  tOhniamk o
t hr ghiMasaY hMa +ft o 6ssAt o

ot

ot

d. Suffix TAL - formsAbstract feminine nouns Egs:
i mmo 0{TAtVivmaY TAt- +fit o be OMWENAt al o

1]

1]

per foeFAtawsrdah Y TAt-+dal |, ,awruahr e o

2) Secondary NounsWhennouns are formed by adding suffixes to nominal bases. They
are called Secondary NounEgs:

ALord of ,afuhaYt eaieeo il i fe: wdha d: existenced
ma n k,akAyo} amY aka + & @y nfoam

1]

V. ADJECTIVES

Adjectives in Aresta always agree in gender, number and case with the nouns they
gualify. There are two main types of AdjectivieSimple and Derivative.
1. Simple adjectivesThey are derived directly from roots. £g

Derived from Adjective

to be 6&#H#Iutiful o

fi fi baeu t i,&rwsS o
At o bedhpW do i g o quh@laWor ,uhoW
fito haGsa&nod fiswi fUSA

! The rod is changed to its Guna form.
2 Epenthesis.
% Epenthesis
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2. Derivative Adjectives: They are derived from nouns by adding adjectival suffixes like
ay-, ant, Taw, naw, TNaw-, Tam or TNant+ Egs:

~

fmaterial; corp r e allawtsa Y Taw + ibonelSamatter o
man| yayrian Y ay-+ i fiam o
Acour ageoudNawamaoYn gBENaw- + fico@Mageod

Afilthy:; haylamusaYo | Tam+ onddi, usan filt ho

Degrees of Adjectives

The Comjprative and Superlative degrees of adjectives are formed by adding terminations
to the adjectives. There are two sets of terminations. Generally adjectives ending in

Taw and a- take the first set of terminations and adjectives endingtirand

consonantsake the second set. Very rarely an adjective may take terminations from two
different sets.

First set The Comparative degree is formed by add@kAl - and the Superlative
degree is formed by addi@NVE to theadjective Egs:

Superlative degree Comparative degree ADJECTIVE

,amvtsawama aratsawama Ast r,bawpama

A ron . R
strongest vy onger o

=]

,amvtOorGu ,aratOrGel vi go,aaus o

Amost Vigorfmore Vi gor ¢

ot

,amvtsawarqvrv\W, ,aratsawarqvrv\W
Amost victofAmore victor

vi ct glrawangsaw

Second setThe Comparative degree is formed by adanay- and the Superlative

degree is formed by addir&ISi - to the root from which the adjectivederived. Egs:

Superlative degree Comparative degree ADJECTIVE

A b e @tSthaW A b e t,hMyhawW fi g o odhawV
Aswi f,atBisA o Aswi fhiMaysA Aiswi,lSA
Aigr e aatBizam A gr e ghMaysam fi gr eZAMoO

Note that finalUis dropped in the first two adjectives in both the degrees

! Phonetic changefinal & changes tdD.
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Exercise:

1. Fill in the blanks:

Llal egayttAd Y Al aasAd

2 1fright,nawmaCa Y ___ _Arightte@anesso

2. Give Comparative and superlative degrees with meanings of :

Y Y dnolTawaCad set)
? Y Ane a,dzean(u set)

VI. GENDERS

The Avesta has three genderslasculine, Feminine and Neut&ords designating male
and female beings are masculine and feminine respecthyds designating inanimate
objects, abstract nouns and concegisnot always neuterand maybe masculine or
feminine. In Avesta genders are grammatical and not natural, thidies do not always
indicate sex.

There is no rule to ascertain the genders. Words designating male and female can be easily
identified. Eg.:

Masculine: ,arqup i s o iatip A f at [atAmd,fi b r o t,n&\frma, n o

Feminine: ,FaDGuGh d a u g HratAmai,mo t hr@ahMaXéd s i s, trid\n of a
wo mano

In some cases, genders may be ascertained by suffixe§@fg:: indicates masculine,

TAt - andit - indicate feminie andhMa, hMan nam, vra& and Si -
indicate neuter genders.

Changing to feminine gender Masculine and neutewords can be changed to the
feminine gendeby adding a suffix, depending on the base of the word

1. When a word ends i@-, feminine is brmed either by addin@ or substituting final
a byl toit

Egs: fs,AmMxatg éso r,amyal

AgrandnAkAyRY &igr an d,akAyme r o

fla demglwEad & a fid e yavwEad

ia elcEam Y na r,aGlEam
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2. When a word ends it , femirine is formed either by addirg to it.
Egs: fiwided,IBQVrvp Y fwided,uqvrvp
Ayout,hzaY ¥ fyout,uzayl o

3. When a word ends iMay+ feminine is formed by substituting it ey  -.
Egs.iigr e dheyzam Y i gr e hMayzam
ibetiheyha WY ib e t,hMayhaW

4. When a word ends in any consonant, feminine is formed by a'b‘d?'ngo it.
Egs..iif i |itiagusanyY df i 1, Tamusan

Ari ghtinnaGa ¥ fr i ghnawaGad

Anour i,iIEQAE] oY fAnour irateg o

Exercise:
1. Formthe feminine of the followingvords

Masculine Feminine

L) arirs ibeautiful o

2 ,uhMaWgoodo

,apSa fihor seo

Tawatsa fAmateri al o

g N

,nhMayjoa ist ronger o

VIl. DECLENSIONS

Before using a noun, adjective, participle or pronoun in a senteerajn terminations
have to be added to them. These terminatidetermine the place of the word in a
sentence angerveaspreposition/post positions like to, with, for and from. The adding of
terminations is referred to as declensions.

Before the adition of terminationsthe nouns, adjectives, participles and pronouns are
referred to agrude forms. They are categorized on the basis of their last letter (base)
and gender. In all, there are eight cases of declensions, each having three rfiumbers
singular, dual and plural.

! | -is added to the weaker base, whenever the word shows two bases.

This is similar to the ei ¢§hdKakbirkaKanairse t IBa miir adiOnl an
ke liye A p s&dBambandi k U/  kAdhikardnieme / par Sambandii are/oh
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1. General Case Terminations

General case terminations is a standard table of terminaffonsach base and gender,
these terminationslightly vary from case to case:

CASES Prepositions, | SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL

Purpose

1 | Nominatve | Subject S- Yor S-2|crudeforya- |sa-

2 | Accusative | To, (direct| Crude form/ Q- | SA-
object)

3| Instrumental by, WIth, |~ e formv a- ayb- Sib-
(means of
instrumeny

4 | Dative to, for -
(indirect object) Ea ayb_ Oyb

5 | Ablative from, _\3
(sepaation) T@) ayb_ Oyb

6 | Genitive Of (possessiol sa-oreh - || - Mm& /m&AR
or relation)

7 | Locative in, at, towards i- e -. | Soa - awh- /uht
on, (location)

ay - awC- luC

8 | Vocative Oh! (direct Crude form/ S- | a- sa-

address)

Crude form is used for vowelases andd- is added to consonantal bases.

Note:
1. Irregular forms, variations and. exceptions occur in some easiel have not been

dealth in this book. Moreover highly irregular babases lik€D-, p- and m have also
not been covered-his beinga basic book, only the regular forrasd casesre provided
in the tables that follow.

2.Some nouns likgvranads c o i,\Wiawh i s u (v6awWAzZ st rvafaz h o,

imout h®irilatsd imat o do

sentences itheir crude forms. Such words are caliedeclinables.

3. The paradigms of some of the bases given in the examples that follow are hypothetical
Theymay not make sense or have any megrasgall words do not occur in all cases and
numbersForinstane, a proper noun may never bednal orplural.

not take a@argusedanse terr

1 Used aftera and A
2 Used afterl andU
3 a-is used for consonantal bases.

4Used only afterO-, a-, A-
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2. Vowel Bases

1. Bases ending i@~ Masculine

,2afgup isono

CASES SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL
Nominative ,Orqupl arqup ,OhMIrqup 2
The son The two sons The sons
Accusative ,mvrquﬁ ,arqup ,OhMIrqup
To the son To the two sons To the sons
Instrumental arqup ,aybiEarqup ,SibiEarqup
With the son With the two sons With the sons
Dative JArqup ,aybiEarqup  |,OybiEarqup
For the son For the two sons For the sons
Ablative TArqup ,aybiEarqup  |,OybiEarqup
From the son From thetwo sons From the sons
Genitive .eharqup lyarqup * ,m&narqup
Of the son Of the two sons Of the sons
Locative erqup ® ,Soyarqup ,JUCEarqup
At/in the son At/in the two sons At/in the sons
Vocative ,arqup ,arqup ,OhMIrqup
Oh! the son Oh! The two sons Oh! the sons

Some other words of the bage Masculine

.aruhail or do|,amoah iHaomao P ,ariWia man o

,atsaz f h and ¢,arqim Mithra- Propernoun |,QW }amf man o

,apsafdhorse(,atSU bl i sso ,akrhvWh wo I f ¢

ACvmaii mmo r

,ansayadzant Mmaazyla s r,atNvVpsS fAbene f

! Final S is retained only if the word is flewed by an enclitic particle, as y@CSarqup, otherwise
Sa-is changed toO.
2In A base andA base the terminatioBa changes t@- on account of complex linguistic rules.

® Adjectives ending in@y change the ending ton|

* This is a variation from theemeral case termination.
® In some cases, like this one, the final vowel is dropped.




2. Bases ending ina- Neuter

,aCa ARi ghteousnessbo
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CASES SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL
Nominative ,mvCa ,aCa ,aCa
Accusative , mvCa ,aCa ’aCa

Instrumental to Locative cases take the terminations @s iMasculine.

Vocative mvCa aCa aCa
Some other words of the bag&- Neuter.
atAd Al aw ,arqaCx nki ngd ,arDvxah fafri en

,arqoanCx fpropi t

,ANAmMRAhousebd

,angqoaw } fiact i o

.aGaor,akarevi | o

,ayBgara aunt i q

atSiha Whibest o

Note: There are n@ases ending i&- Feminine.

Exercise:

1. Give the declensions with meanings@nNAMmM a s e :

Meani ng:

CASES SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL
3. Bases ending iA- Masculine
JAdzami Akhowi ngo
CASES SINGULAR PLURAL
Nominative |dzam ,OhMIdzam
Accusative ,m&dzam ,OhMIdzam




Instrumental Adzam SibAdzam

Dative JiAdzam ,OybAdzam
Ablative TAdzam ,OybAdzam
Genitive Jldzam ,m&nadzam
Locative JiAdzam ,awhAdzam
Vocative ‘adzant ,OhMIdzam

Some othewords of the basgA- Masculine

AdZudievi |

gi vin

Ad-ICuiint-gl Vvieoyd

LAyz-Orgqima p r o-mt s a

Ad-aCa aright o ws

LAduhMaW g o o d

gi v

JAtSEagar

i wa

rrior

4. Bases ending ilA- Feminine

32

ArMSa faweaponbd
CASES SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL
Nominative artSa artSa IrtSa
Accusative mé&rtSa artSa IrtSa
Instrumental ,ayartSa ,aybArtSa SibArtSa
Dative JjAyartSa ,aybArtSa ,OybArtSa
Ablative TAyartSa ,aybArtSa ,OybArtSa
Genitive Jyart  Sa - ,m&nartSa
Locative ,ayartSa - ,JUhArtSa
Vocative artSa artSa IrtSa

Note: Ay / ay is added to the singular bases from Instrumental to Locative.

Some other words of the bafe- Feminine.

ANEadnir el |

gi on;

ArUs abraveo

,Arqoaz

Al i bat

AAg Ut hU; so

JAKiniak i mai de

AWZIN it ongue

,AqEag

Aworl do

AKiriap af air

|, Arawrufipl an't

Yrregular form.
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Argiod ieye o

LAKINAN fwo ma(,ANvgiA wo man o

Note: There are no cases endingA- Neuter.

Exercise:

1. Give the cases, numbers and meanings of the following words:

Case

Number | Meaning

,JAyanEad

, TAyagAg

,UhAqEag

,aybArqiOd

,OhMIdZud

,m&natSEaqgar

,m&nangow }

.ehatAd

,Orgim

.m&naCvma

2. Give the Avesta words for

Meanings

Avesta word

Of righteousness

With two hands

Of the religion

From the house

For the warriors

The two kingdoms

For the two horses




5. Bases ending

inl- Masculine
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Jriag AMount ai nod

CASES? SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL
Nominative Si riag iriag ,Oyarag
Accusative ,mitiag iriag ,Oyarag
Instrumental iriag ,aybiriag ,Sibiriag
Dative .eVrag ,aybiriag ,Oybiriag
Ablative TiOrag ,aybiriag ,Oybiriag
Genitive ,SiOr ag - ,m&nirag
Locative iriag - ,uCiriag
Vocative iriag iriag ,Oyarag
Some other words of the baée Masculine
Jtiap 1l o'r|,irtSugaraz A A zor o|,Za fiser |

6. Bases ending in- Feminine

Bases ending ih- Feminine are declined in the same wayl asMasculine
However there is no Dual number armltocative case.

Some words of the base- Feminine:

dCa bl ess

JtlamrA o r maiir ti-gihrt d

JtiC

Adwel | i

JtilUyatu Aastr ¢ ,iCawarf AGuardi an |,iCiwvt ficapal
7. Bases ending ih-  Neuter
dnCxoar ALight o
CASES SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL
Nominative inCxoar JinCxoar JinCxoar
Accusative inCxoar JinCxoar JinCxoar

Instrumental to Locative cases take the terminations kas iMasculine.

Vocative

inCxoar

InCxoar

inCxoar

1tis declined irregularly.




Some other words of the base

Neuter.
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driUbfprospel,iCun i

ntell ect

iCa fieyeo

8. Bases ending itk Masculine

Jusaprani mal o

CASES SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL
Nominative ,Susap ,usap ,Owasap
Accusative ,musap ,;usap ,Owasap
Instrumental ,usap ,aybusap ,Sibusap
Dative ewsap ,aybusap ,Oybusap
Ablative Tawsap ,aybusap ,Oybusap
Genitive ,SuVsap - ,m&nusap
Locative ,awasap ,Soayusap ,uCusap
Vocative ,Susap ,usap ,Owasap

Some other words of the badd Masculine

;Juh(NaWi g o ¢

;uyaWi wi n ¢

LUYAp fiprot ect

UADbiA ar mo

JUdNih @1 ng

JUhNaa i f e

W

Note: U base Mas. words ending Wi- like ,utar i | o r,dit@rx
JULAQ Apl ac guiAYaridorcerer o
-BgAg .-BgAY)

Locative singularandGenitiveplurd.

Bases ending it Feminine are declined in the same wayudasMasculine from

9. Bases ending itd Feminine

unatibody o

Nominative toDative There is no Dual number.

Ablative ,Toanat ,Oyhunat
Genitive Ownat m&nunat
Locative Jiwnat uCunat

Awi sdomo,
h = Bgara - Bgasxk e r

in the following basesinstrumental, Datig, Genitive and

f orm



Vocative

.unat .Owanat

Some words of the bagke Feminine

uh?iladficountryo/,usafipol | uti onbo

10. Bases ending it4 Neuter
,UruAdf Wo o d o

CASES SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL
Nominative UruAd .uruAd .uruAd
Accusative uruAd .uruAd -uruAd
Instrumental to Locative cases take the terminations dsMasculine.

Vocative uruAd .uruAd -uruAd

Other word of the basét Neuter:;,UQVIVIHibr oad o
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3. Consonantal Bases

The rules for forming declensions béses ending in consonants are somewhat different

from Vowel bases. Though the same general case terminations are appended to both, there
are certain differences:

1) Some consonantal bases have Changeable and Unchangeable forms. Changeable bases
have strog and weak forms. The Nominative and Accusative forms are considered strong
and the rest are weak. Some Vocatives and plurals of Instrumental, Dative and Ablative
casegnay either bestrongor weak. Unchangeable bases incladsingle letter or cluster

of letters where bases eimdsuffixeslike nam, hMa andTAt -

2) The final letter or group of letters is dropped in some cases (Nominative and Vocative
singulars, Instrumental, Dative and Ablative plurals).

3) In Instrumental singular forms- is added tdhe base, unlike in vowel bases where
the crude forms are generally used.

Apart from the declensions of bases given below there are other bases which are quiet
irregular and hence not given in this book. They & : baseD- base an&- base.

1. Bass ending inT(Na )- Masculine

,TNarab(st); ,Tarab wk) ACarryingo
CASES_ SINGULAR PLURAL
Nominative ,Orab ,OtNarab
Accusative ,mvtNarab ,OtNarab
Instrumental ,atarab SibTarab
Dative .etiarab ,OybTarab
Ablative Tatarab ,OybTarab
Genitive Otarab ,m&tarab
Locative itiarab ,awCusarab
Vocative ,Orab ,OtNarab

(Note: Dative and Ablative singular and Accusative to Genitive and Vocative plural
can also take on the strong base.)

Some other words of the bagé(Na )- Masculine

,TNasaj icomi ng, [, TNanaWhiconque

,TNayaCx dAaruling, TNawjfl i vi ng:q

,TNaward /,TNawgvrdraevi | ; wi cked




2. Bases ending ifT (At )- Feminine

., TAtawruah K h o r @itOrPerfection )
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CASES | SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL

Nominative | s Atawruah ,atAtawruah | ,OtAtawruah
Accusative | mytAtawruah | ,atAtawruah ,OtAtawruah
instrumental stAtawruah ,aybTatawruah| ,SibTatawruah
Dative LetiAtawruah | ,aybTatawruah|,OybTdawruah
Ablative | TAtatawruah | ,aybTatawruah| ,OybTatawruah
Genitve | OtAtawruah | ,ltawruah ,m&tatawruah
Locative | aytiAtawruah - -

Vocative | sAtawruah atAtawruah  |,OtAtawruah
Some other words of the basB(At )- Feminine

,TAtatvrvma Amar dad (Lit.dail,TAtEawaY feter ni f
,TAtS&y } Xufgrowt h, waxil,TAtamvtarf afor war
, TAts&sfvrvn idecrease, wa

3. Bases ending ilT (QW)- Neuter

, TN awamast); ,Tawamawk)ii Po we r f

ul ,

CASES SINGULAR PLURAL
Nominative - Tawama ,2atawama
Accusative - Tawama ,atawama
Instrumental atawama SibTawama
Dative .etiawama ,OybTawama
Ablative ,Tatawama |,OybTawama
Genitive ,Otawama ,m&tawama
Locative jitiawama -
Vocative - Tawama ,2atawama

strongo

Note: HereDat, & Abl. singular and &cus to Gen & Voc. plural take the strong base.)
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Another word of the basdl(aw)- Neuter:, Tawatsa imat eri al ; corporea
4. Bases ending int Masculine

,nawaCa st);,noaCa ( wk) iRi ghteous, holyod

CASES SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL
Nominative awaCa .anawaCa ,OnawaCa
Accusative ,mvnawaCa ,anawaCa ,OnawaCa
Instrumental anoaCa - SibawaCa
Dative .enoaCa - ,OybawaCa
Ablative ,TanoaCa - ,OybawaCa
Genitive .OnoaCa - ,m&noaCa
Locative inoaCa - -
Vocative ‘MuACa - .Onaw@a

Some other words of the ba3e Masculine:

,nawargA (st); ,NawWrt); ;naway (st);

,auruagawk)i p r i { ,NUINEK) s o u | ,NAWYwk)fiy out |

5. Bases ending if* Feminine

niniaki A mai deno

CASES SINGULAR PLURAL
Nominative iniak ,Onini&
Accusative ‘mvniniak .Oniniak
Instrumental aniniak .Sibiniak
Dative .eniniak ,Oybiniak
Ablative Taniniak ,Oybiniak
Genitive ,Oniniak ,m&niniak
Locative

Vocative

Another word of the bas& Feminine :,napaCx (st); ,nfaCx (wk) #Ani ghto
(Note:Herelnstr. to Gen singular& Nom., Accus& Gen plural take the weak base.)



6. Bases ending inM@M)- Neuter
namAdiCreati ono

CASES_ SINGULAR PLURAL
Nominative ,amAd ,n&mAd
Accusative am Ad n&m Ad
Instrumental ,anamAd ,SibVmAd
Dative ,eniamAd ,OybamAd
Ablative ,TanamAd ,OybamAd
Genitive ,OnamAd ,m&namAd
Locative jiniamAd ,awhOmAd
Vocative _ _

Some other words of the basgIT)- Neuter.

,namsvrab .namcCaci e y e ( J,NamARN a me o

nCeremonial I hamAr g oy o ,namxahaf ri end

7. Basas ending inl- Masculine

Jan n Man o
CASES SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL
Nominative An aran Oran
Accusative mvran aran Oran
Instrumental ,aran ,aybvran ,Sibvran
Dative .erian ,aybvran ,Oybvran
Ablative ,Taran ,aybvran ,Oybvran
Genitive Sran Iran mé&ran
Locative irian _ _
Vocative An aran Oran

Another word of the bade- Masculine:,fatS fist ar o
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8. Bases ending if(at )- Masculine

Jatoaz (st); ,rqoaz (wk) #d@dChief Priesto
CASES SINGULAR PLURAL
Nominative ,atoaz ,OrAtoaz
Accusative .mvrAtoaz ,OrAtoaz
Instrumental ,arqoaz Sibvratoaz
Dative .ergoaz ,Oybvratoaz
Ablative ,Targoaz ,Oybvratoaz
Genitive ,0rgoaz ,mé&rqoaz
Locative - -
Vocative vratoaz .OrAtoaz

Some other words ¢he baser(a'[ )- Masculine :

ratip

nf at her 0O

JatArq inouri sher

JatAd fgiver o

JatA Afireod

JatAp fiprotector o

ratArbrabr ot her o

9. Bases ending if (MaB- Masculine
,hMaBDad (st) ,Suqgad ( wk )

AnCreator 0O

CASES SINGULAR PLURAL
Nominative IBDad ,OhMIBDad
Accusative .mvhMIBDad |,OhMIBDad
Instrumental ,aCugad .SibZudad
Dative ,eCugad ,OybZudad
Ablative ,TaCugad ,OybZudad
Genitive ,OCugad ,m&Cuqgad
Locative - -
Vocative IBDad ,OhMIBDad

Other word of the basé (MaB- Masculine:,hMaBDiW st) ,Suqi W (wk)

nl ear ned,

Wi se oneo
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10. Bases ending ifn (M& Neuter
,hManamvind, thoughé

CASES SINGULAR PLURAL
Nominative Onam Inam
Accusative Onam Inam
Instrumental .ahManam SibVnam
Dative

,ehManam ,OybVnam

Ablative ,TahManam |,OybVnam
Genitive .OhnManam ,m&hManam
Locative .ihanam ,awhOnam
Vocative Onam Inam

Some other words of the b M Neuter:

/hMacaWwor d o hMamvidar knesso
,/hMamvih o maged .hMacoar | i ght o
,AMajoarnstrengt ho hManvraKdi vi ne er
JManEadharm, injuryod

Note: Apart from the regular bases of declensions given above, there are other bases like

n:, h- and P -, mostly with irregular forms.

Exercise :
1. Give the case, number and meaning of the following words:

Case Number | Meaning

,Os3aj

.etiawrd

,TananCac

.ehManEa

.eniamxah

,m&nfaCx

.etiAtEawaY
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VIIl. PRONOUNS

In Avesta there are six types of Pronouns :

1. Personal Pronouns 2. Demonstrative Pronoun| 3. Relative Pronoun

4. Reflexive Pronoun 5 Interrogative Pronoun 6. Pronominal Adjetives

All the pronouns are declined as per the rules of declensions, however, they are highly
irregular. Here only théeclensions of Personal Pronouns are gi#tept for theFirst
and Second Personal Pronouns, the Gender is distingumsakkodtherPronouns

1. Personal Pronouns:
First Personal PronoyfnVzZag | ©

CASES SINGULAR PLURAL

Nominative mvzail o . MmEaWi we o

Accusative m&mAmM it o ,Vn:,On ,amhait o
Instrumental - -

Dative iOmemsdfor m,Vn;O0n;,amhaif or
Ablative Tamifrom me ,Tamhafrom uso
Genitive JiOm,ema my o ,VnOn; ,mvkAmha o u r
Locative - -

Vocative - -

Second Personal PronoymUtiAi t hou o

CASES SINGULAR PLURAL

Nominative | muUt Ut it hou o |,mvZUY#Ay o u o

Accusative m&Bg it o theel,VWOWIt ouy

Instrumental - -

Dative IOt et fdfor th ,VWOWAybiamCUYAf or vy

Ablative | TaBg Afrom the,TamCUYAfrom youod

Genitve | iOt. et .awat # t  ,VW,OW ,mvkAMCUYiy o u r

Locative - .

Vocative | mywt Ut 50 Thoul"

Third Personal Pronmi Masculine,at ihe o

CASES SINGULAR PLURAL

Nominative Oh:.eh fAheod JOt;,et fitheyo

Accusative | mid ;. ,mvtit o hi mo|,S&t ;,Sid it o t
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Instrumental SiAt At iwith hil,SiAt iwi t h t

Dative JAmha;,Oh;eh f or | ,OybiEat Aafor t
Ablative | Tamhanfrom hi m¢,OybiEat afr om
Genitive eC :eh fahiso i
Locative - -
Vocative - -

Third Personal PronounFeminine, At fishe o

CASES SINGULAR PLURAL

Nominative At Ahfisheo Slh :,t Atheyo
Accusative m&tito hero |,SIh ; It fto ot he
Instrumental - -

Dative iOh:;.eh dfor n°

Ablative - -

Genitive eh dher o -

Locative - -

Vocative - -

Third Personal PronounNeuter, Tatdi t o

CASES SINGULAR PLURAL

Nominative Tat it o At it heyo
Accusative JTat Ato ito At ito t hemo
Therest of the cases are saaseThird Personal PronoiirMasculine.

2. Demonstrative Pronoun:

Masculine Feminine Neuter Meaning
,atEa AtEa TatEa nthis,
,awa Awa Tawa thato
,ami Ami Tami Athiso

,a or,mEa ' ' Athiso

3. Relative Pronoun:i whi ch, whoo

,aY (Masculine); ,AY (Feminine);, TaY /,Tayh (Neuter)

4. Reflexive Pronounis el f 0O
,aWhor,aX(MascuIine & Neuter) dAself, himself,

Awhor AX( Feminine) fiself, herselfod
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5 Interrogative Pronoun:Awh o, when, ,whwyth@at , whi ch
,ak (Masculine);,AK (Feminine);, Tak (Neuter)

6. Pronominal Adjectives:

Masculine & Neuter Feminine Meaning

,apsiw ApsiW hevery, al
ayna Ayna Aot her, anot
,awruah ,Awruah fwhole, enti

Note: All pronouns have to be declined befordriy used in a sentence.

Self Study: Declined forms of pronoun which occur in basic Zoroastrian prayers:

Word Pronoun _ Cage N_umber Meaning
,iAmha zeprzssn(;srt]gtlve Dative Singular For /unto tH
miY Relative Accusative | Singular | Who

mvk Interrogative | Accusative | Singular | Who, which?
oY Relative Nominative | Singular | Who

,iAm haY Relative Dative Singular For whom
JiAmhak Interrogative | Dative Singular | For whom?
ehMeY Relative Genitive Singular | Of / among whom
,IyFaX Reflexive Genitive Singular Of the self
,m&napsiW i(rjc;g;w/?al Genitive Plural Of / among alll
,mVyna Pronominal | Accusative | Singular | To another
Exercise:

1. Identify the types of pronouns and its gender and give its meaning:
Word Type of pronoun Gender Meaning
,apsiw

,SIAL

,Awh

,awruah

,Tami
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IX. NUMERALS

The numerals in Avestare expressed only wwords. There are no figures to indicate the
numerals. The following are the Cardinal and Ordinal Numi#dtsnumerals have to be
decined before being used in a sentence

CARDINAL NUMBERS

,awEa oOne ,nasadSawCx Sixteen
,awd Two ,nasadatpah Seventeen
irq Three ,nasadatSa Eighteen

,raBgac Four

.nasadawanmineteen

,nacNap Five

Jtiasiw  Twenty

SawCx  Six

,rasirq Thirty

,ndpah  Seven

,atasvraBgac Forty

,natSa Eight ,atasAcNap Fifty
,nawanNine AtSawCx  Sixty
,nasad Ten JitiAtpah  seventy

.nasadNawEa Eleven

JItIAtSa Eighty

.nasadawd Twelve

JItla  wanNinety

,nasadirq Thirteen

,atas Hundred

,nasadurgac Fourteen

.arMazahthousand

,nasadacNap Fifteen

vrawEabTenthousand




ORDINAL NUMBERS

a7

Theysignify order of occurrence. They are derived from cardinal numbers.

,ayrioap First

.asadawd Twelfth

,aytib  second

,asadirq  Thirteenth

,aytirq  Third

,asadurgac Fouteenth

,ayriut  Fourth

,asadacNap Fifteenth

,aDxup Fifth ,asadSawCx  sixteenth
LAWLSX  Sixth ,asadatpah  seventeenth
,aQatpah seventh ,asadatSa  Eighteenth

,amvtSa Eighth

.asadawan Nineteenth

,amUuAnNNinth

,amvts&siW Twentieth

.amvsadTenth

,atasi rq Thirtieth

.asadNawEa Eleventh

Exercise:

1. Transliterate into Avesta, and identify theclined forms obrdinal numbersherein :
bit¥W@ydrityDanvnd, avaiBampyka & ¢spa Vvibthak

ci] ra, @ v @ahynaxratB, hapt] &

Transliteration:

X 1 YealtDon @ Ogheni CBS,

ama z d a

nNUum®@ cistiwv

OrdinalNumbers:
Second:

Third:
Fourth:
Fifth:
Sixth:
Seventh:
Eighth:

Ninth:
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X. VERBS

Verbsarewords that show action. In Avesta, the verbs indicate numperson, tense
andsometimes also associataaliliary verbs They ardormed by adding terminations to
roots, after the later are modified into bases by applying certain rules.

Verbal terminations indicate one of ttiteee numbers Singular, duabr plural. They also
indicate one of thdhree persaml forms- First, secondor third. The terminations
denoting persons in different numbers are caliedonal verbal terminations.

The verbs are conjugated in two voices:

1. Parasmaipada(literally voice o step for another).lt implies that the action of the

verb, or its consequence tends to a person or thing other than the agent.

2. Atmanepada( | i t er al |y voi ce?ltimpliesthaetpe aétionrof tten e 6 s
verb, or its consequence, is cowd to the agent. Atmanepada is sometimes used to
express passive voice.

Generally the twgadasdoes not express any particuraeaning omuancewhile being
translated Most roots are conjugated both in Parasmaipada and Atmandpaady, a

rootlike O zaY are conjugated in orfgadaonly.

Conjugation of verbs:

The verb is conjugated in eight tenses or mosdlsdividedn tw groupsas follows:

A. Conjugational or Special Tenses and Mood%¥he Personal terminations of these four
forms are added to sgally inflected bases formed according to the rules of Ten classes
of conjugation. Hence they are also called Special Tenses and Mbegsare:

1. Present Tense

2. Imperfect Tense (Generally signifies Past Tense)

3. Imperative Mood (Signifies order oommand)

4. Potential Mood (Signifies Request)

B. Non- Conjugational or General Tenses and Mood$he Personal terminations of
each ofthese four forms are added to a base formed by one general rule applied to all
roots. Hence they are also called Gah&enses and Moods.

1. Future Tense

2. Perfect Tense

3. Aorist Tense (Signifies Past Perfect Tense)

4. Precative or Benedictive Mood (Signifies Blessings)

1. Ten Classes of Conjugation

Every Avestan root belongs to one of the ten classes of Conjugatispecial base,
referred to as a tense stem, is formed from the root, depending on the class to which it
belongs. To this stem, the terminations of Conjugational Tenses and Moods are added.
The ten classes are sdlvided into Thematic and Nethematic (0 athematic) Classes.

Lt is also referred to as Active voice
2t is also referred to as Middle voice
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Thematic Classes Classes |, IV, VI and X constitute the Thematic classes. These bases

end ind- andhave a standard base, that is tdeynot have strong and weak forms.

Class| Rules for forming the base Egs.

| a- is added tohe Gunaformof | -araby a-+rabv it o aurvby o
the root

v ay - is added to the root. -ayzvivW ay-+it o \Qozvi/dV

VI | a-is added to the root. -azaYY a-+it o vehzaYat e

X aya- is added totte Guna of - ayarAp Y aya-+it o ONO/P s
Vriddhi* form of the root. -ayaDoab¥ aya-+ia k ro» bk

Non-thematic Classes:Classes I, Ill, V, VII, VIII and IX constitute Noithematic

classes. Its bases have strong and weak fofime. roots in their original forms are
regarded as weak bases..

Class | Rules for forming the base | Egs.

I Persoral terminations are . ~ _ :
directly to the strong o havito beGhaxisto

weak form of the roof L ~ R
Strong bases are formed | (SO~ 0arm (wk)- Ut dto &pemko

gunating the root.

i Root is Reduplicatéd (strAdadVv it o /crpaték @ o @ Ad

(wk)- dad
v Un (wk) / oan (st) is| (wk)-unvrvkunt it o Gdwrek
added to the root. (st)- oanvrvk
VIE TN - wkyan (st)  inserted| (wk)-cNiri Y/t o ©oCifk o
into the body of the roo o i
before the last consonant (syI caniri,
3 . “ ~ .
VIT 1 (shoa-/wk) U is added (styoani: (wk)-univ 4 + it o i & Niur
to the root.
IX

an lisaddedtotheroot. |[-anirf van +dt o Bdife o

! The vowel in the root is changed to @sina form when it is a penultimate short vowel (ex@p). The

vowel is changed to its Vriddhi form when it is final or when the penultimate vow@F iBhe vowel

remains unchanged when the root contains more than two consonants.
?Reduplication meansdob | i ng the root according to certain rules

% The roots of this class almost always enétin
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Rarely, a root may belong to more than one class and thus form their base in more than

oneway. ForEgh-ZUgiit o hi de, to conceal o belongs to

Self study:
1. Give the bases of the following roots according to the ten sla§€&onjugation.:

Root Base

O Ubfit o becomed-awab

‘ODaj it o besee|-ayDiaj

‘G SVIVpit o asko |-asvrvp

$Oid fto seeo (str Eadid , (wk)- did

‘Oqiri ito pass; [-ayqir

Duts it o proai s € (syioats , wk)iuts

sOUrSit o hear o |(st)-0anus, wk)iunurs

'O-dics it o cut o |(st)-danics, (wk)idNics

3> diWat o | ear n|-ayadEaW

sOuhiit o poundol (st-oanuhwk)-unuh

(Onatit o str et d(st)-oanat. (wk)iunat

‘GDuY it o fight|-ayDiuY

‘OGuhiito procr el -anuh

'OTichito thinkd(st-Tanic wk)iTnc

L Ant before the terminationdTF ,am , iham-, Ediam .



The conjugational tenses and moods are formed by adding the respective personal verbal
terminations to the base formed according to the rules of Ten Classes of Conjugation.

1. Present Tense
Persmal Verbal terminations of PRESENT TENSE are added to the base of the root,
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2. Conjugational Tenses and Moods

formed according to the rules of ten classes of Conjugation.

Parasmaipada

Singular Dual Plural
| Person im- ihaw - iham-
Il Person ih - - at - 1
Il Person it - O'[-Z itN(a) - 3
Atmanepada
Singular Plural
| Person e - ediam -
Il Person eh - eyud _
lll Person et - etN(a) _
Self study: 1. Paradigm oflé/rvbﬁ to carryo
Class I, basearab
Parasmaipada
Person | Singular Dual Plural
| imArab .ihawArab .ihamArab
fil carryo fiwe two carrgp fiWe carry
: jiharab - ,atarab
fiThou carriesi fiYou carryo
. itiarab ,Otarab JitNvrab
fiHe/she/it carrie® fiThey two carrg fiThey carry
Atmanepada
Person | Singular Plural
| il c eerialy o iwe c g diampArab
I AiThou c,eharaest o ivou ceyudayab
! Also aQ-
2 Also OQ

% The vowelsa/V, given in brackets, are used whie tense stem is not endingdn

* Terminations starting withm / wand followed by a vowelchange the finaB- of the tense stem té\-
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i iHe/ shepijetiarairri es|AThey ,etAvrag o

2. Conjugation / Paradign O ha fit o bed i mwifh measilgnt Tense,

Class Il, Base ha
Parasmaipada

Person | Singular Dual Plural

| imha a1 amo| ihaniwe are
I dha fThou al’ AIS AYou ar
i itsa fiHe/ she|,Ots iThey t\{,tNVh fAThey

3. Meaning and explanation of some Present tense forms:
JhamAnirf : Present Tense, ParasmaipadaPerson, Plural fromO- if Ato I oveo,

Class 9, baseanirf iwe | oveod

Jimha: Present Tense, ParasmaipadaPérson, Singular frorﬁN) harnt o beo, Cl ass
bassha A1 amo

JitNVh : Present Tense, ParasmaipadiParson, Plural o> ha it o be o,
Class2,basehaiThey ared

.ediamazaY :iwe wanhed Present T Resen Plutatflmnepad a
OzaY ito venerat e@ZadY Cl ass 6, base

4. Avesta equivalents of English words:
We two carry ;ihawArab Present Tense, ParasmaipadaPerson, Dual from

Ovrvlit o carryo-arabl ass 1, base

He crosses ;itlayarAp  Present Tense, ParasmaipadP&rson, Singular from
Ovrvpfito crosso,ayarAss 10, base

They two fight:. ,OtayDiuY Present Tense, Parasmaipad&P&rson, Dual from
ODuY fito fighto-ayDiuYss 4, base

! The conjugated forms of this root are irregular. Its inflected forms are found only in the Parasmaipada.
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2. Imperfect Tense
IMPERFECT TENSE is formed by adding its Personal Verbal terminations to the base of
the root, formed according to the rules of ten classes of Conjugation. Imperfect Tense is
generally used to indicate Past tense. However, it may also indicatetian without
reference to time and it can be general, past or future.
Parasmaipada

Person Singular Dual Plural
! m aw am
I S- - at -
. T- mvt n(\)
Atmanepada
Person Singular Dual Plural
! i- - idiam-
: ah - - mvBD
. at - etiA - atN(a )-
Self study:
1.Conjugation/Paradigmo“@Dajﬁto beseecho in I mperfect
Parasmaipada
Person Singular Dual Plural
! ,mvyDiaj ,awAyDiaj ,amAyDiaj
ARl beseechinWe two beseiWe besee
: ,OyDiaj - ,atayDiaj
AThou bese AnYou bese
. TayDiaj ,mvtayDiaj .nvyDiaj
AHe/ shel/itihThey two beiThey bes
Atmanepada
Person| Singular Dual Plural
! eayDiaj - jidiamAyDiaj
il beseeched: nWe beseec
: ,ahayDiaj ] ,mvBDayDiaj [
AThou beseecl AnYou besee
| atayDiaj etiAyDiaj ,atNayDiaj
AHe/ she/ it b(AThey t wo NnThey bese

! The final vowel@ is replaced by/in Thematic classes. In NéFhematic classe¥is used before the
personal verbal termination.
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2. Meaning and explanation of some Imperfect tense forms:
,Jadad: fdHe created/ gaveod | mp RersbneSingar foennse, Pa
\OAdiito create / t€adiveo, Class 3, base
,Jasvivp fiHe askedo | mper f @RetsonTSingulaefrom Par as mai f
‘Osvivpit o asko, -aSVI¥Bs 6, base
,nVI’aZ'[ﬁThey carriedo | mper fRemsdn, Plhelfrare Par as mai

iOvrvbt o carryo-arabl ass 1, base
3. Avesta equivalents for English words:

Thou carried ;Ol‘ablmperfect Tense, Parasmaipad¥ RPerson, Singular from
1Ovrvbit o carryoijarab(@Qral¥y S+arabh s e

He spoke:, Toarm Imperfect Tense, Parasmaipadd,Person, Singular from
XOUrmiit o speako,0oaMmass 2, base

He venerated ;atazaY Imperfect Tense, Atmanepadd® ®erson, Singular from

6OzaY ito venerat daza¥YCl ass 6, base

3. Imperative Mood
Personal Verbal terminations of IMPERATIVE MOOD are added to the base of the root,
formed according to the rules of ten classes of Conjugation. Imperative Mood is used to
express order or command. It is expressed by using modal auxiliary vierkse| 6 shoul d 6
and o6'must 6.
Parasmaipada

Person | Singular Plural
! inA- amA
. Id - (nonthematic). Naermination in thematic classe at -
. ut- utN(a) -
Atmanepada
Person Singular Plural
| .
enA - ediamA -
: ahuM(af mvBD ®
. m&t- m&tN(a) -

' In some cases, the imperative, especially second person, is used to denote advise, request, threat,
invitation, determination orekire

2awh in the Gathas.
3 mUdin the Gathas.
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Self study:
1. Conjugation / Paradigm dO- Vrvii t o

Ovrvbit o carryo-arabl ass
Parasmaipada

carryo I n I mperative M

1, base

Person | Singular Plural

Al

mu s tinArab r y o

i We

mu s t,amArab y o

AThou

mu,ﬁ[abc ar i

iYorw st

@taraby o

AHe/ she/ i tuta@bt|AaThey musitNvi@br r y g

Atmanepada

Person | Singular Plural

| | mustenAmabr y o iwe mus tediaamArabo

=]

AThou mu@huldrabr r y/iYou musmvBDaraby o

He /isth emu s mM&tadabr mu,$n&tNagabr y

=]

ARThey

2. Meaning and explanation of some Imperative Mood forms:
,utoarm shoul d | mp’®erson, Singelar fkdmo d |

BUrmi t o

AHe speakbo Pa

speako/0aMass 2, base

4. Potential Mood
POTENTIAL MOOD is formed by adding its Personal Verbal terminations to the base of
the root, formed according to the rules of ten classes of Conjudafiotential Mood
implies the potentiality or possibility of the action to be performed. It is exprdssed
using modal auxiliary verbs i ke 6can, ¢
Parasmaipada

(O

Person

Singular

Plural

Thematic CI.

Non-thematic CI.

Thematic CI.

Non-thematic CI.

mk

mé&y-

amt

amé&y-

Si -

ly -

ati -

atAy -

Ti-

TAYy -

nvy

n&y-

! Since the root belongs to thematic class, no termination is added.
2 The Potential mood Thematic terminations are regarded as those of Imperfect tense prefixed with an
and Non Thematic terminations dhose of of Imperfect tense prefixed with a
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Atmanepada
Peron Singular Dual Plural
| ay - ; idiami -
: aCi - ] mvBD#
. ati - eti - SvrAy - !
Self Study:
1b. Conjugation / Paradigm 8- zaY fit o v e’rinePotentiabMood.
Atmanepada
Person | Singular Dual Plural
| ,ayazaY - jidiameazaY
Al may vener at iwWe may ve
I aCEazaY - mvBDEazaY
AThou mayest v AYou may
. atEazaY etEazaY SvrAyazaY
AHe/ she/ it may|AiThey two m|AiThey may
Exercise:

1. Make an alphabetical list of all the roots studiggou.
2. Give the Tense/Mood, pada, person, number and base of the following words:

Verbs Meanings and roots Tense/Mood, pada, person and numbe
idzic ADost Thou sh
6-Cic fito show
utoarm AHe shoul d sp
O-Umm it o speak
,utNaj AHeouldsdhho me o , f
6-maj it o comeod
Tadad AHe created/ g
O-Ad it o give [/
Toarm AHe spokeo f
O-Um Ato speak
esan/ fiThou s houl d b e, Imperativge Mood, Parasmaipada,™
’ from?®-sanft o f | e|Person singular
,aysan
'Also,atNay -

20-zaY is conjugated in Atmanepada only.
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.enArawarf Al must belie
0raWit o believ
,Orab AThou carried
Ovrvidit o carryo
,ihawArab AWe two carry
Ovrvidit o carryo
Jimha Al amo , from
d-ha fto beod
JihamAnIrf iwe loveo , f
O-Irf fAtlooveo
,Tasvrvp fiHe askedo ,
O-SVIVPAt o asko
.nvrab AThey carried
O-vivb it o carry
JitNvh iThey areo
O-ha ito beo

3. Non-conjugational Tenses and Moods

There are four Noi€onjugational Tenses and moods:
1. Future Tense

2. Perfect Tense

3. Aorist Tense (Signifies Past Perfect Tense)

4. Precative or Benedictive Mood (Signifies Blessings)

They are also called General Tenses and moods because the base of any one particular
tense or mood is formed by one general rule whicppied to all roots. The rules of Ten
Classes of Conjugation do not apply here.

1. Future Tense

The base for Future Tense is formed by ad@fg- or ay} - to the rootor its guna

form. To the basethus formedthe terminations of Conjugational Tenses andods
esepcially the Imperfect tense added.

Egs:,etiaCvraW fdhe will work. o Fut%Pereon Biagulare, At m
fromGzvivW At o wor k. o

,Jay}id fAhe will show. o Fut tiRemonTSimgusrdrom Par as ma
Osid fAto show. d
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2. Peffect Tense
The Perfect Tense is used more in the Gathic dialect and very sparsely in rest of the
scriptures. It indicates the state arrived at as a result of an action. The Perfect tense is
formed by reduplicating the root and then adding the followingiteations:
Parasmaipada

Singular Dual Plural
| Person a- - am
Il Person aQ- - a-

[Il Person a- vratA - VIia-
Atmanepada

Singular Dual Plural

| Person e - - -
Il Person es - - -
Il Person esu /es - etiA - Vi

Egs: ,aCatat Aihe has / hried Tehse, rParasthaipadd’Berson,

Singular from&-Cat At o fBase-@atat

, amursug8 we have / had heard. o SPdsen Pl@gatftomTens e,
O ursint o BasaUlsSus

MatAzvrawAW it hey two have [/ ha @arasnaipada®d . o Pe
Person, Dual fron® ZVIVW t o wBase-RVIawAW

3. Aorist Tense
The word Aorist indicates an indefinite tense. It may denote past, present or future time. It
is also used to indicate the completion of an action in its entirety. DhistAense is
generally found in the Gathic dialect. It is generally translated as Imperfect tense.

There are four ways in which the base of the Aorist Tense is formed. All the four forms
take on the terminations of Imperfect Tense only:
1. Root Aorist It is formed by adding the terminations of Imperfect Tense directly to the

root.Egs:,amAd iwe gave. O Root A'®erdors PlyralfRmr as mai p a
&Ad fdto give. o

JdiamvraWi we bel i eved. o R o *bPersoA, ®lural faniy ra¥Mt mane p a
Ato believe. o

! In several instances the imperfect and the aorist are used indiscriminately (See Kanga, p.311)
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2. A Aorist: It is formed by addin@- to the root, and then adding the terminations of
Imperfect Tense.

Egs:,Tawb fihe b ea@ Aomst, Parasmaipada3Person, Singular frond> Ub
Ato become. 0O

,Tvrak (or TvrOg i h ea AdristdParamaipada, § Person, Singular from
Gvrvk it o do. o

3.h Aorist: It is formed by addinb] - to the root, and then the terminations of Imperfect
Tense are added.

Egs:,TahM|tS ihe sk Adoid, Payasmaipada’®®erson, Singular from
GOAtS Aito stand. o
JhAr Al  glaedieated h Aorist, Atmanepada, *1Person, Singular frorf

Arfito give.od

4. Reduplicated Aorist: It is formed by reduplicating the root, and then adding the
terminations of Imperfect Tense.

Eg: ,ISIOdEad fihe showed. o risRPalasnpaipada 8rd ©ersonA o
Singular from&-SId At o show. o
4. Precative or Benedictive Mood

The Precative or Benedictive Mood is used in the Avesta, when blessings or benedictions
are to be showered. It is formed by adding the following terminatimastly to the root.

Parasmaipada
Person Singular | Plural
! M&y- | ,am&y-
: ly - |,atAy -
. TAY- | ,n&y-

Egs:;,lyub fimayest thou be.d Pred'PersondSinglarod, Pa
fromGUb it o become. d

,an&yub imay we be. 0 Pr e ipada t'ReesonMduldrom Par as ma
OUb fito become. o

,IyAd Aimayest thou give. o Pr"éRemdnjSingularono d , Par
&Ad fdto give. o
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Atmanepada

In Precative Mood, verbal forms of onl{f ®erson PluraBVIAy - are met with:

,SvrAyubﬁ malyeyt be. o Precat i vViePersmdchiral froht manepad a
&GUb fito become. d

, SVIAymaj] fimay they reach. o Pr e @erson, ®urddood, A

from&maj] fAto reach. o

Subjunctive Mood: Over and above the 8 Tenses and MoodsSthigunctive mad, is

used to either express wish and expectation or for emphasis. It is formed by-addtog
the verbal stem and then the terminations of Present or Imperfect tense are added.

Eg:,TASVIVDE fiHe askedo | mper f & ®ersonl Simgelarom Par as m
‘Osvrvpiit o asko, -@WVBPs 6, base

Exercise
1. Give with meanings the grammatical notes of the following words studied by you in
this chapter:

,etiaCvraW
Iyub :

,amAd:
,amursus

JNAr
,VratAzvrawAW

, SVIAymaj
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XIl. PARTICIPLES

Participles are Verbal nouns and adjectives, which generally qualify a noun, but also
retain some properties of Verbs. The base of Patrticiples is formed in two $ispdy
modifying the root and then adding terminations to it.
There are four Padiples in Avesta:

1. Present participle

2. Future participle

3. Perfect participle

4. Past participle

1. Present Participle
To form Present participle, the root is modified according to the rule of ten classes. Then
T(@);r (wk) or TN(Q)- (st) is added to form Preseparticiple Parasmaipada; and

anmlor anA 2 to form Present participle Atmanepada.
Egs:
a. ,INadNIW fobtaining.o Present p@diictiopl e pa

obtain. o
b. ,TNasvrvpriaski ng. o Present pd@Qsuyiiplboeagar @s ma

c.,anmicahif ol l owing. 6 Present eahtiit oi glod | @twman
d. ,anAwatsSfiprai sing. 0o Present ZC}LﬂSt Nt ioplpe ad tsma 1 ¢

2. Future Participle

To form Future participle, the root is modified by add@&@ -  or ay} - toit. Then

T(a) (wk) or TN(@)-  (st) is added to form Parasmaipada; @far or anA
to form Atmanepada.

Egs:
a.TNay } Wiwi 'l become. o Future Opdbfitocbpcempar a
b.,anmay vivWi wi | | be workingod Fufomr@zwWwaWtici pl

fito wor ko

! Added when the root belongs to thematic classes.

2 Added when the root belongs to rtirematic classes.

3 Added when the root belongs to thematic classes.

* Added when the root belongs to rtirematic classes.

® These terminations are same as those of Present Participle Atmanepada and Parasmaipada.
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3. Perfect Participle

The Perfect participle, is formed by reduplicating the root and then abcM@W(st)Dor

Su- (wk) for Parasmaipada; ar@N/A for Atmanepada.
Egs:
a. ,SuglW (wk) or ,hMaBDIW (st)yfi has k nown . dple Pazasnapada par t i

romO diWrt o  k ntiWis the ¢ondensed form efdiwij
b.,anAradadfihas held.o Perfect Opadtticitpdledé@t man
4. Past Participle

Past participle passivét is formed by addin@t - directly to the rootSametimes the
root may be gunateégs:

a. ,atrakﬁdone(‘)é-.vrvﬂ(ﬁbm doo

b. ,atvivlMidi ed. 0 Past pa@GVIVRiitpl eigadsi ve from
c. ,atSat fformed. o Past p&Cati itpl Bopmsséive fro
d. ,atsiri Aidead. o i[fPea)assivefJoar(ini’icﬁto pass away. 0

Very rarely@lt is also used instead &ff - to form Past participle passive.
Egs:
a,anvrvpgf il l ed. o Past @a/rvpﬁco ptiel pbadsive from

b.,anEaCx fiexhausted. o PastOi@Xrittioc i epX hea wpsats.sd v

Past participle active is formed by addih@W to Past participle passive.
Egs:
a. ,JawatSraW ihas worked. o PastOzavaWWti ci wd ek act i

b.i p r o p iTAWaNAY Bast participle active fro@ AY At o btei pu.pd

Self study:
1. Identify the participle, and give the meaning, roots and base of the following words :

a.,TNayDia] fibeseechi ngo FaressapadéromPG-Daj ét pl e
beseecho

b.,anAgad ficr eat i n/RetfectParticideeAtnanepda fromO-Ad #At o
createbo

c,atsabfiboundo Past PadtdNabmtl e tPiarssd ve fr om
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d. ,TNarabicarryingo Present P&wNVOictioplcearPayroas ma
e,SumGajihas goned Perfect P&MAQditmlogg Par as mai
f,atXU ispokeodo Past Pa®©ClUfctiplspeeaksi ve fr om

g.Sugad (wk) or ,hMaBDad (st) #fhas created. o Perfect

fromOAd it o createod

2. Give with meanings the following participle forms :
a. Present participle Atamepada fronfO-UfS it o praAWats aipr ai si ng. o

b. Present participle Parasmaipada frB@ ursit o h ENawanursiheari ng. o

c. Perfect participle Atmanepada fro Az At o f o,ABAZaE®has been
forsaken. o

e. Past participle passive frdd* zaY fit o v e nadSadt div ener at ed. 0

Xlll. DERIVATIVE VERBS
Derivative Verbs areused toform special bases or tense stemedify or alter the
meaning of the root. Then thEersonal verbal terminations of conjugatibtenses and
moods are attachedhere are five derivative verbs:
1. Frequentative or Intensive verb
2. Desiderative Verb
3. Denominative or Nominal Verb
4. Causal Verb
5. Incohative Verb

1. Frequentative or Intensive verb
It is used to signify the repetition or intensity of the actienoted by the root.
The base is formed Bways as follows:
A. By reduplicating the root.

Eg.. ,jhamvrvkvrvciwe frequently dod Frequentatiyv
Parasmaipada’Person, Plural frord> VIvKiit o doo

B. By addinga-  to the reduplicatedoot.

Eg.: ,Taratit fHe frequently interruptedd Freque
Parasmaipada'3Person, Singular fro®-rat it o cross, to intercept

C. By adding@y - to the reduplicated root.
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Eg: ,N&Yy} VIAli They frequent!|ly wounlhpedest tethseequent .

Parasmaipada'3Person, Plural frol-Carit o wound o

2. Desiderative Verb
The Desiderative verb signifies that the agent desires, or is about to perform the action

denoted by the root. The base is formed by ad@ifg- to the redupliced form of the
root.

Egs.:
a. ,ItNVCIji] Athey wish to |live.0o Desiderative V
3 Person, Plural frof-1j it o | i veod

b. ,AtaCvradid fHe desires to see.o Desiderat.

Atmanepada,'3 Person, Singuldrom&-SvVIvdit o see o

3. Denominative or Nominal Verb
They are verbs formed from nouns. Tdesecan be formed in three ways:
A. By adding personal verbal terminations directly to nouns. Egs.:

a.,etNVFAS fThey leadd . Denominarmanepaa ¥erb, P
Person, Plural frol®lfaS A head. 0

b. ,tlanaCvp fiHe fights. o Denominative V®rb, Pr
Person, Singular fro@naCvpnf i ght . o

B. By changing the final vowel of the noun to its Guna form and adaind=g.:
a. ,jtiahManEa fHe har ms, injures. o Denominati\

Parasmaipada®Person, Singular frothManEai har m, i nj ury. o

C. By addingdy -to the noun after dropping its final vowel. Eg.:
a.,jhamAyduCi awe are indebted, gr atsefttehse,d0 Deno
Parasmaipada’Person, Plural fror@dUCi fii ndebt ednessd

4. Causal Verb
The Causal Verb conveys that a person or thing causes or makes another person or thing

to perform the action denoted by the root. The base is formed by ad¥i@g to the
Guna or Vrildhi form of the rodt Egs.:

! For Guna or Vriddhi of root, the same rule applies as in tfeClss of Conjugation.
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a.,JayaDEaW fihe caused to knheinforméded nCaadues aki n oVirenr
Imperfect tense, Parasmaipadd,Rerson, Singular fror®- diW fito knowbo

b. ,itNieyarApin Aithey send down, t he yesedtiteaser i but e
Parasmaipada'3Person, Plural frorf> VIVP it o cWih ;srefix‘}in

c.,itieyawArs fHe causes to h@WS,Aithe kehamiso fro

5. Incohative Verb

The incohative verb indicates the beginning of an action. It is formed bpgéd- to
the root. Egs.:

a. ,Jasfat fhe began to grow warm.o Incohati
Parasmaipada,®®erson, Singular fro®-pat it o heat o

b.,TasuCfihe began to proceed.od Incohatfve Vert
Person, Singular fro® UC fit o go o

c.,ittasfvrvn dait begins to waned Incohati¥e Verb

Person, Singular frol® PVIVIFit o waneo

Exercise:

1. Give the formations of Derivative Verbs in a tabulated form :
Derivative Verb Modification of root (if any) | Termination (if any)
Frequentative

Desiderative

Denominative

Causal

Incohative
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XIV.PARTICLES

Particles enhance the meaning and sense of the other parts of speech like the Nouns,
Adjectives, Verbs and ParticipleBarticles carbe classified into Adverbs, Prepositions,
Conjunctions and Prefixes. Except for a few Adverbs, particles are not dedliverd.are
severalparticles which can be used eitlasiadverbs prepositionsor prefixes.

1. Adverbs

There are two typesf Adverbs
A. Adverbs formed from nouns, adjectives and participles, which are generally

declined.
,asaWh at wi |,aGvradil ongo |,aygiah Aatrul vy,

Sviviiari ghtl,vrqicficl ear | y,v/aratNa i nsi d

arudiafaro |,aratSin aout si|,Takah fi mdi at

.away, ,etiAtEawaY ifor ever, for etern

B. Adverbs of manner, place and time, which are generally not declined.
,anagaY,,aga¥Y fas, just as,,arapibefor eq
,anvgic ,Agak, ,aqukfihow, how|,Aduk ,Adak
what manner ?0 Awhen?o

,anaga ,agaft hus, so, in t|,Adahfal ways

,TaA ,Ta,Adait hen, thereup/ ,AdaY aiwheney
aDat it hereo |, mvirupumnowo |,aDi,,aDafrher e
,aDAb ,TAb#ai nd|,irlap fiar oundf ,aDak, ,arquk

surely, certexcepto fiwher e?0
,acsapraftero|,Bia aiabove, |,AmMinoAnRinot

2. Prepositions
In Avesta, pepositions are generally inbuilt in the declined forms of nouns, adjectives,
participles and pronounblencetheyare not often used separately in an Avestan seate
When prepositions are separately ysdeey are meant todetermine the case more
precisely. They generally precede the words they govern. If they occur after the word,
they are referred to as pgssitions. Many prepositions are also used as prefixes
which case they are attached to the word.

,ipiaﬁon, around, upon, f,anan on o

Ibiarion, about, for, con,raDafbeneat h,

JUN& agreeabl e t o, i n acg,awant o, near,
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,Jamial ong withp toget hel,aPpafnawayo

arat nover , across, thro{,Afinear, t owar

acahafrom, f¢(,abDahawitho

3. Conjunctions
Conjunctons or conjunctiveparticle showassociationbetween two words, phrases or
sentences. Some commaon conjunctive particles ar

,i/Ipia Aal s o, even, mor eovel|,alUfando

iDieY ;:,izeY #if, althougho |,TAA ,TAfbut o

dz .. TaY ibecaused AWR or o

Enclitic Conjunctions:
Enclitic conjunctions alwaysling onto one of the twavords that thegonnect

,adCf a n d o encliic paticle which joins two words or sentenceBiCfiet cet er ao i

an indefinite particle. It gives an idea of related things connected to the word it clings to.
4. Prefixes

A Prefix is aparticle placed before nouns, adjectives, participles obsverhey either

negate, modify or emphasise the meaning of the wargrefix may or may not be

conjoined to the wordPrefixes which are not conjoined to the word wakerred to as

separable prefix. Some common prefixes are:

-ana—an-na—allmpliesnegaion, want of . Ano, not
-arf ,-Arf aforth, forwards, excessive, p
-IW-iWiiapart, separate from-viratNa fibet wg
-nah-mVhm&hat oget her, with,|-arap,-Orap #af
awayo

-vrat, -Orat Aov|-TamaAawi th, to|-itlap A back
across, away, includingo near, nearhb
-iriap Around |-SUfzZU fAhi gh, -una Aafter,
aroundo out; exclusivaccording t
-aCa, -Si |[-Afito, at, to-awmafnear,

Asufficiently away, towar
-iBia , -lbia At owg-Sud, -Zudibad, |-ipila Afull o
upon, aroundgcontempti bl eogbehind, nea
-uhﬁgood, well , beauti ful,

! - Ais used before consonants dnAA  before vowels..
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XV. SOME GRAMMATICAL RULES

1. Reduplication

Reduplication ishe rule, wherein the consonant in a root before the vowel and the vowel
are doubled according to certain rules.

All rootsbelonging to the third class of conjugatioave to be reduplicated while forming
the base Some grammatical forms like Perfect Tenderfect Participle, Frequentative
Verb and Desiderative Verequire the root to be reduplicated to form the base

Though technically anyoot can be reduplicated, only a select few belong to the third
class of conjugation.

Rules for reduplicating throot:
1. Guttural Consonants are prefixed by their corresponding palatal ones. Egs:

Root Meaning Reduplicated fornm Reduplicated form
(strong) (weak)

& nak ito digo |_pakac -nxac

& vrvk ito doo | _ypkvrve '

& mag ito come;|_magaj -mGaj

2. Aspirateconsonants are prefixed by their corresponding unaspirate forms. Egs:

Root Meaning Reduplicated forn| Reduplicated form
(strong) (weak)
& unCx ito pleas _ynCxuk -unCxic

3. The long vowel is substituted either by short vowel or corresponding diphtgsig.

Root Meaning Reduplicated fornm Reduplicated form
(strong) (weak)

3O Ad nto give. _Adad -Dad

*G-1d ito seeo | Eapid - Idid

4. When the root begins with two consonants only the first consonant, in its unaspirated

form, is used in the redupéitive syllable. Egs:

Root Meaning Reduplicated forn| Reduplicated form
(strong) (weak)

& Arf ito Ti11._ Arfap '

C)urq Ato nouri -urqut -

& urs i theao - ursus '
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5. -1S and PS are substituted byh as the reduplicative syllable. Eg:

Root Meaning Reduplicated forn| Reduplicated form
(strong) (weak)

O Ats to stand_atsih '

O saps to seeo | _gapsih '

6. The first consonant and vowel are repeated. Egs:

Root Meaning Reduplicated forn Reduplicated form
(strong) (weak)

CN}C&'[ Aito for mo _Cat _

O zvrvW ito wor kol zyrywAW ]

2. Compounds

When two words come together to form a new word, it is referred to as a compound. The
first component of a compound may be a noun, pronoun, adjective, participle, numeral or
root, and the second component mayab®un, participle or a root. Such a compound is
treated as one word. The compound expresses various relations which may exist between
the two components.

In Avesta, though compounds generally have two components, rarely compounds with

three or four components are also found.

The meaning of the compound invariably expresses something more than the individual
components. Forinstangglh?iad icount fit@p ahor do when joine

compound word becomegifiap -uh?iad Aimaster of the country. o

When the first component of a compound is a noun endifgha, na, A-, a-,

these letter/s generally changddb For instance,

it eachi ngOCEakTa-uuhab ,aCEakT +,aruha

There are four types of compounds:
1. Determinative Compound: The secaamponent of the compound tells us about the

first component. For instanceitiap -ONAMiN master of the house. o

2. Attributive Compound: An Attributive compound tells us something more than each of
the individual components of the compound. This composndenerally used as an
adjective.

For instance, ficreat,aliCsaGa iNgi mmait @M f r om A
+ A AsaGao
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3. Copulative Compound : It comprises of two nouns and is always declined in the dual

number. For instance,arV\Lusap A ani maImaan o
4. Adverbial compound: The first component of this compound is an adverb or a particle,
which tells us more about the second component, which invariably is a noun.

For instance,UyFad-iriap A around the country.?d

3. Insertion of redundant letters

In Avesta, certain letters are inserted into words under certain conditions. These letters
merely have a phonetic value and do not alter the meaning of the word.

1. Epenthisis: Whent,, d,”, n,\, 6, p, f, b, r or w are preceded by any vowels except

0 and followed by gory dredundant is inserted between the consonant and its
preceding vowel. This rule is called Epenthesis.

Egs:hailjyafit r untrdi'®o ,Ait hou s houdivdys@f osrp etatkebavatiat er s 0,
Abecomeysdmanl! yo

When the lettersru or rv follows a or o, a redundanti is inserted between these two
letters. )
Egs:aurvan\t @s wi f t adridaiiswehs papggvatan t wo mo woutudif h$ 8t O

2. Anaptyxis: It is the insertion or addition of a letter for phonetic valie. letter by
itself is considered redundant and is not counted as a syllable while considering the metre.

|t often develops after O0r 0 Danid usedeag anl ar |y
anaptytic vowel, but rarely a, i or @ are ¢

Egs:vaxDrafi wo r f@olfi f o rattanD¥i:b e t wheaeDii 8 umab;yfdwi t h t he t we
of lkyajanainacti on. 0

3. Prothesis : When a word begins with ] oif or u is introduced in the beginning of the
word.
Egs:irinaxtiin | et gibygtididh;eh uirstrvan;i s o J yef@hidest ructi on. O

4. Strong and Weak bases

In certan consonantal declensions andrlval forms,there aretwo inter-changeable
basesstrong and weak. The terminations they take govern the form that they would
assume. These fosthave only phonetic value and do not alter the meaning.

Strong and Weak forms in Declension (Consonantal Bases):
The strong base is formed either by strengthening the penultimate vowel

(EgZ,CAV\f( caW or by inserting a nasal before the final consonant
(Eg;, TNaraby ,Tarab.
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Sometimes, especially in base, the base is weakened by omitting the penultimate vowel

from the crude form (EgnoaCay ,nawaCar,rqoazy ,ratoaz)

The Strong form is required be#the addition of the following terminations:

Nominative singular, dual and plural (masculine & feminine), Nominative plural (neuter)
Accusative singular and dual (masculine & feminine), Accusative plural (neuter),
Instrumental, Dative and Ablative singuland Vocative of all genders and numbers.

The rest of the terminations are added to the weak forms.

Verbs:
The Strong form is required before the addition of the following terminations:
Present Tense: Parasmaipadasingular, 1l singular, Il singular

Imperfect Tense: Parasmaipddbsingular, Il singular, Il singular,

Imperative Mood: Parasmaipada singular, dual, plural; Ill singular
Atm. 7 I singular, dual, plural

The rest of the terminations are added to the weak forms.

5. Infinitive verbs
The infinitive  form of the verb iggenerally always in the dative case andoisned by

addingiAyd - to the rootThey generally function as nouns rather than vegbs:
G2vivWit o wor k o,JAyd i2vrYMidm int oveer t o wor ko

Ovrvditearto. IAydvividift inver der to tear o

6. Gerund or Verbal Nouns

When a Primary noun is formed by addi@B( -,awt-, at -and ay - directly to

the root, or its guna form, it is referred to@Gsrund or Verbal nourit works as a present
participle brm. Egs:

iproceaBquragarf Y aBq +fit o wal &rac(asfr)t h) o
prai,atpatgoVY at +ito pHu@tssed

St

St

accephyriagg eibia Y ay +it o a® taggibia)
rej e Aydirn-itiap VY ay +iat o f & dtiap o)

St
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XVI. TRANSLATION

1. Syntax - Formation of Sentences

After learning theAvestanalphabetsjoining andwords, we now studythe formation of a
sentenceén Avesta The rulesgoverningarrangement of words in a senteiceeferred to
as SyntaxThe following are integral parts of a sentence

1. Nouns, Adjectivesparticiples numeralsand pronouns which are declined

2. Particlessuch as adverbs, prepositions and conjunctions which lend clarity to a
sentence. Particles are generally not declined .

3. Verbs indicaing the tensemode (use o&uxiliary verbslike may, can, could, should,
has, have, let et¢.person and number.

Example of an Avestan sentence:
" ldzam ,Oruha,Toarm,TaA iThen Ahura Mazda said. o

,JJaA iTheno Particle (Adverb)
,JJoarmi Sai do Verb
Idzam ,Oruha iAhura Mazdad Noun.

Some syntax rulet be observed while forming a sentence in Avesta

1. There are no articles (a, an, the) in Avesta.

2. Generally, in a sentence, the subject comes first, then the object and finally the verb.
Certain verbs precede the subject and the object. Howeven, tivbeobject or the verb

(like @BR@ K P @NMND P PiQ)@®: emphasized, it generally precedes the subject.

3. Adjectives and participles agree in gender, number and case with the noun or pronoun
they qualify.

4. Pronouns agree in gender, number@grdon with the noun for which they stand.

5. Adjectives generally follow the noun they qualify. However there are exceptions to this
rule. Adjectives signifying size always cormeforethe nouns they refer to.

6. Pronominal and numeral adjectives comiigethe nouns they qualify.

7. The verb agrees in the number and person with its subject. However, collective nouns
take a verb in the singular.

Following area few sentences from Avesta into English, and from English into Avesta.
Most of thenhave beemg | eaned from texts | i ke Khordeh A\
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1. Translate from Avesta to English

© ,0Omoah ,imha ,mvza
| am Haoma.

*,0rqup ,ehapsaCuruap ,iha ,mut
Thou art the son of Pourushaspa.

T LIAp munatmlriaW ,mvnuha
Ahuna Vairya protectde body.

©,mvrAtsAW ,Tadad ,Oybugvrd

He gave help to the deserving.

° ,ediamazaY ,mICa ,mvCaoars
We venerate blessed Sraosha.

" itiasfvrvn Im ,Tak Jitiey } xu,Im ,Tak
When does the moon begin to wax, when does the moon begin to wane ?

" ,adzam ,aruha ,Et ,vsamvn
Homage unto Thee, O Ahura Mazda !

T etUrm JEm ,Arf /Atoaz

The Zaotar (Chief Priest) speaks forth unto me.

"JIArtSugaraz ,iAmatips ,Idzam ,Oruha ,Toarm
Ahura Mazda spoke unto Spitama Zarathushtra.

" ,Tagadarf ,acsarAts ,acvrawh ,|dzam ,Oruha
Ahura Mazda created forth the sun and stars.

5,Si rtSugaraz ,Onsayadzam ,enArawarf
| believe in Mazdayasni Zaratustrian (religion).

© ,adzam ,ehMawa ,Em ,asaj
Cometo my help O Mazda !

©,mvngoay ,mvtSrawh ,eyutsA
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| praise welldone action.

* itiarab ,mvpA ,awaCa ,An
The righteous man brings water.

JAzaY ,mvrAtSEaqgar ,mvtNvps ,mvratA
| venerate fire, the beneficent warrior.

©,imhanict ,UhoW ,ApsiW ,iAdzam ,iAruha

| attribute all goodness unto Ahura Mazda.

,SlhuhMaW ,acslrawru ,TAd ,acsapa ,TAd ,acmvCa

He (Ahura Mazda ) created cérandHe created water and good plants.

3. Translate from English to Avesta
We venerate Ahura Mazda
© ,ediamazaY , m&dzammvruha

The moon shines at night.
* itiayacoar ,enfaCx ,OhMIm

Homage unto Thee, O bright Dawn !
" ,imAb ,aCu ,Et ,vsamvn

For ctting all demons.
© ,m&nawEad ,m&napsiW ,iAgans

Zarathushtra sang forth the five Gathas.

 , TayawArsarf ,IgAg ,acNap ,OrtSuqaraz

Zarathushtra asked Ahura Mazda.
© ,m&zam ,mvruha ,OrtSuqaraz ,Tasvrvp

Ahura Mazda created the creats.
© ,TAdad ,n&mAd ,Idzam ,Oruha

'From’®-SIC it o attrBanNict edo, base

2 Though the primary meaning ofthewor,e'ﬁcai s Arighteousnesso, it
flour. o

S

al so
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| praise and | invoke the souls of the righteous ones.
© ,m&noaCa ,OnAwru ,imvyabz ,imoats

Ahura Mazda created forth the sun, stars, moon, water, earth, fire and animals.
acmvpA ,acmvhMIm ,acsarAts ,acvrawh ,ldzam ,Oruha

 ,Tagadarf ,acsawsap ,acmvratA ,acmé&z

Zarathushtra is the messenger of Ahura Mazda.
" itsa ,ldzam ,eharuha ,Ot S a ,OrtSuqaraz

Best Righteousness is good.

© ltsa ,mvtSihaW ,UhoW ,mvCa

| praise righteousness.
© ,mvCa ,imoats

4. Specimen Translation of atextiSROSH BuUJ
* ,ldzam ,eharuha ,argoanCx
JItsa ,mvtSihaw ,UhoW ,mvCa
JAmha ,AtSu ,ltsa ,AtSu
© ,mvCa,iAtSihaW ,iACa ,Tayh
| ,zrug ,nUzaBa ,iAdaX ,adzamroh ,&dzaY ,| ,m&n,ap
,n&mraf-nat ,lgat ,0Ca ,Sors ,TAyAzBa ,hvraX
1 ,n&mAd I ,rArAs ,rfAzBa - nlz ,nlz , TfakiC
* ,TAsar,Vb ,adzamroh
©,mOh ,Tvtap,apAt ,,,,,,.,.., ,hAnug,Amah  zv
JAcah , TicTACa ,Sutar, Aga ,OyriaW ,Uha ,AqaY
JAdzam ,SuVhMa,mé&nanaqday,OhMananmdzad ,SuVhMaw
©,mvrAtsAW ,Tadad ,Oybugvrd ,miY ,A ,iAruha ,AcmvrgaCx
(stimes)  ,OyriaW ,Uha ,AgaY
3 Times)  ,UhoW ,mvCa
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,OwEadiW ,SirtSugaraz ,Onsyadzam ,enArawarf
,OCEakT -Oruha
,aciAnsaY ,eBgar ,ehaCa ,enoaCa ,eVnawAh )
,eVhMawAs ,acEayatsasarf ,aciArgoanCx ,aciAmhawW
,aciAnsaY ,eBgar ,ehaCa ,enoaCa ,aciAysiW
(,acEayatsasarf ,aciArqo anCx ,aciAmhaw
,eharqg&m -unat ,ehamxat ,ehey } a,ehaCoars
,aciAnsaY ,arqoanCx ,eheyriuhA ,Soard -iCrad
" ,acEkayatsasarf ,aciArqgoanCx ,aciAmhaw
,Sutar ,Aga ,EtUrm ,Em ,Arf ,Atoaz ,OyriaW ,Uha ,AgaY
* ,Utoarm ,IBDIW ,awaCa ,Arf ,Acah ,Tic TACa
,mvgEag - TadArf ,mvnajArqvrvW ,mvDoaruh ,mICa ,mvCoars
° ,ediamazaY ,mutar ,ehaCa ,mvnawaCa
(3times) ,itIAp ,munat ,mlriaW ,mvnuha
(once) ,OyriaW ,Uha ,AgaY
© L AcAZi SitiamrA JAY L., Aty Adzam JAn,mvk
(Twice) =~ ,OyriaW ,Uha ,AgaY
JAmAnNIrfA ,acvrawaz ,acsajoa ,acmvmhaW ,acmvnsaY
,eharg&m ,unat ,ehamxat ,ehey } a ,ehaCoars

(Once) ,UhoW ,mvCa " ,eheyriuhA ,Soard -iCrad
* ,ehMawa ,Em ,asaj = ,mvrhMazah™ ,acCEar ,iAmha
©,dzOm ,hvfrvk
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Word Meaning | Part of Topic & | Gram Etymology
speech Ch. mar
With Noun Declension | Instr. ~
-argoanx propitiatio -VIlL.2.2 Sing. arq + G- unCx
n
.eharuha Of Ahura | Proper Peclensmn G_en. ar+ u (} ha
Noun I VIL.2.1 Sing.
Of Mazda | Proper Declension | Gen. +
ldzam Noun T VII.2.3 Sing. Ad ,zam
With propitiation of Ahura Mazda
mvCa Asha Proper Declension i | Nom. at +6-ra
! Noun Vil.2.2 Sing.
UhoW Good Adjective | Adjective Acc.
! V.l - Sing.
Declension i
VII.2.10
mvtSihaw Vahishta | Adjective | Declension i | Nom. Sup. Degre€
! as Vil.2.2 Sing.
of ,uhaW
Proper
Noun
Is Verb Present 3rd Pers) &
Itsa Tense X1.2.1 | Sing. Oha
Asha Vahishta is good
AtSu Bliss Noun Declension - | Nom. at +& Cu
: VIL.2.1 Sing!
is Verb Present 3rd Pers) &
Itsa Tense X1.2.1 | Sing. Oha
It is Bliss
Bliss Noun Declension | Nom. ~
ALSU Vil21 | sing | *OCU
,iAmha Unto him | Dem. Pronouns i D_at. From ,mea
Pronouf | VIII Sing.
Who Relat. Pronoun 1 | Nom. | Another form of
’Tayh Pron. VI Sing. TaY
: Asha Proper Declension | Dat. ~
IACa Noun |iwvi22 |sing. |BLYOT@
iAtSihaw Vahishta | Adjective| Adjectivee | Dat. | Sup. Degree. o
' as V. Sing. uhoW
Proper | Declension !
Noun T VIIL.2.2
righteous | Proper Declension | Nom. x
mvCa Noun |iviz2 |sing |BL*OTA
Bliss unto him who (is) righteous for (the sake of) Asha Vahishta.

! This is an irregular form.
2 |In this case Demonstrative Pronoun is used as third Personal Pronoun.
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Word Meaning Part of Topic & Gram Etymology
speech Ch. mar
Just as Particles | Adverb - -
Agay XIV.1
The lord Noun Declension- | Nom. a
,Uha VII.2.5 1Sing. u-Oha
; At will Adjective | Declension- | Gen. ~
,OyriaW Vil21 Sing. ay +O raw
So Noun Adverb -
Aga XIV.1
The Noun Declension- | Nom. a
,Sutar spiritual VIl.2.5 Sing. ut+Gra
leader
TicTACa From Ashal Sandﬁl I | Sandhi _II.2 Ablat Tic+at +&-ra
and Nouni Declension- | .
other (such Particles | VII.2.2 Sing.
Principles) Conjunctions
- XIV.3
From Particles | Conjunctions| -
/Acah - XIV.3
Just as the lord (rules) at will so (does) the spiritual leader from (the power ema
from Asha and other such principles.

Of Vohu | Adj. used as | Declension - | Gen. | -
SuVhMaw Proper Noun| VII.2.10 Sing.
Adzad The lord | Sandhi Sandhi I_I.2 Nonzm ad+
Noun Declension - | Plu:
VII.2.2 O gad
Of Proper Noun| Declensioni | Gen.
,OhManam | g.oan VI1.3.10 Sing.
Of Roots- Noun | Vowel - A
’m&nanaqoay actions Gradation angr O
.2 u
Declension i y}
VIl.2.2
Of life Noun Declension - | Gen.
,SuVhMa VII.2.10 Sing.
; Unto Compound | Compounds | Dat.
IAdzam Mazda | Proper Noun| X Sing. /Ad+,zam
Declension i
VII.2.3

The gift of Vohu Manah (comes to him who dedicates) actions of life unto Mazda.

! This is an irregular form
2 This is an irregular form
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And Particles, | Declension - | Acc. |-
AcmvrgaCx Power Noun VII.2.1- Sing.
Conjunctions
XIV.3
: For Ahura | Proper Declension - | Dat. Ar-+4 +& ha
JAruha Noun | Vil.2.1 Sing. |
A To Particle | Preposition T | - -
' XIV.2
,miY Who Pronoun | Pronoun VIII. | -
; Unto the | Noun Declension - | Dat. X
+
’Oybuglrd deserving VII.2.5 Plu. uro glrd
needy
. rd .
,Tadad Gives Verb !rrgﬁig_e():(tl - g e Redupllciated
-~ - > | form of O Ad
Sing.
MUVAtSAW Help Agentive | Sandhi _II.2 A_cc. rat -+
Noun Declension - | Sing.
VII.3.8 & hMaw
And the helper to (him) who (is) a deserving needy person gives power for Ahura.

Word Meaning Part of| Topic & | Grammar| Etymology
speech Ch.
enArawarf | profess Verbs- Imperative | 1% Pers.| & raW- arf
! Particles | Mood - | Sing.
X1.2.3
Prefixes i
XIV.4
Mazdayasnar Proper Declension| Dat.
’OnsyadZAm Noun - VIL.2.1 | Sing. ansay
Compound +adzam
T X.
; Follower of| Adjective | Adjective | Nom. Ad;. from
,SirtSugaraz Zarathushtra V. - | Sing. Noun
Declension
-VII.2.5
OwEadiWw Abstaining | Adjective- | Adjective- | Dat. awEad+
' from evil Particles | V.l - | Sing. '
Declension O iwW
- VI.2.2
Prefixes i
XIV.4
OCEakT - Following Adjective- | Adjective- | Dat. aCEakT
! Ahur a 6| Compound V. - | Sing. !
Oruha teachings Declensio + ,aruha
- VIL2.2 1
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Word Meaning Part of| Topic & | Grammar| Etymology
speech Ch.
Compound
T X.
| profess to be a Mazdayasna (who is a) follower of Zarathushtra, abstaining for
(and) foll owing Ahurads teachings.
Word Meaning Part of| Grammar Gram | Etymology
speech | book Topic| mar
& Ch.
For HUProper |Rootsi Ill.2 | Dat. | ~ -l
.eVnawAh Noun | Nouns i |sing. | IN& +& uh
V.1
Declension
VII.2.5
enoaCa For the| Adjectiv | Sandhi 1 | Dat. Naw- + at -
! righteous e 1.2 Sing.
Adjective- + &ra
V.
Declension
i VIL.3.4
ehaCa Qf Noun Sandhi 7 Gen. at -+6&-ra
righteousnes 1.2 Sing.
S Declension
VIII.2.2
For the Lord| Noun Declension | Dat. x
,eBgar VIl2.8 Sing. ut-+6-ra
aciAnsayY And for | Noun Declension | Dat. act+antzaY
! veneration Vil.2.1 Sing. |’
Conjunction
s- XIV.3
aciAmhaw And for | Noun Declenson - | Dat. ac+am +
' invocation VIl.2.1 Sing. |’
Conjunction & haw
s- XIV.3
And for | Noun Declension | Dat.
Arqoaan propitiation Vil.2.1 Sing. ac+arg
.aci Conjunction +unCx
s- XIV.3
yatsasarf And for | Noun Sandhi i | Dat. ac+it -
glorification 1.2 Sing.
,acEa Declension +hMas +arf
VI.2.8
Prefixes -
XIV.4
Conjunction
s- XIV.3

! The root is changed to it&iddhi form.
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Word Meaning Part of| Grammar Gram | Etymology
speech | book Topic| mar
& Ch.
For Proper | Rootsi Ill.2 | Dat. : ~
.eVhMawAs SUv an g Noun Nouns i | Sing. IhMa + wsl
V.1
Declension
T VIL.2.5
: : And For| Ad;. Adjectivesi | Dat. _ ;
acIAysIW Visya used as V.1 Sing. Ay -+asiW
Proper | Declenson
Noun T VIL.2.1
For veneration, i nvocati on, propi ti at

righteousness, and for veneration, invocation, propitiation and glorification

righteous SUvanghi amreessVi sya, Lord(s)
Word Meaning | Part of| Topic & Ch | Grammar | Etymology
speech
Of Roots - | Vowel Gen.
,ehaCoars Sraosha | Noun Grad.illl.2 | Sing. aC
Declension +&- Urs
T VIL2.1
Of Adjective Adjective- | Gen.
’ehey ra blessed V.1 Sing. AY
Declension +.iCa
T VI.2.2
Of strong | Sandhi Sandhi ll.2 | Gen. +E
.eha mxat Adjective Adjective- | Sing. A +6
vy kat
Declension
- VIL.2.2
hara&m -un Of the| Adjective- | Sandhill.2 | Gen.
eharg& unat one Compound | Adjective- | Sing. ,arq&m
having V.1 +unat
the body Declension
of -VII.2.2
Manthra
Soa rd-iCrad Of the| Adjective- | Adjective- | Gen. urd +
! one Compound | V.1 - | Sing.
having a Declension iCrad
strong - VIL2.8 i
spear Compound
T X.
. Of the | Adjective Declension | Gen. +
.eheyriuhA | Co. -VI.21 | Sing. ay
belonging aruha
to Ahura

! The root is changed to its Vriddhi form.
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Word

Meaning

Part
speech

of

Topic & Ch

Grammar

Etymology

With propitiation,veneration, invocation, propitiation and glorification of blessed, st
Sraosha, having the body made of Manthra, having a strong spear, belonging to A

Word Meaning Part of| Grammar Grammar | Etymology
speech book Topic &
Ch.
AgayY Just as Particles | Adverb XIV.1 | - -
The lord Noun Declension - | Nom. ~
+
,Uha VII.2.5 Sing?! U+Oha
; At will Adjective | Declension - | Gen. +
,OyraWw VIl.2.1 Sing. Ay +raW
Atoaz The Chief| Agentive | Noun- V.1 Nom. rat + C~} Uz
' priest Noun Declension - | Sing.
VII.3.8
Forth Particle Prefix -
Arf (Separable) 1
XIV.4
Em Unto me Personal | Pronouns VIII | Dat.
! Pronoun Sing.
EtUrm He speaks | Verb Present Tens| 3? Pers. @urm
! T X121 Sing
The chief priestydd/fpeaks WVaitly Jumdt o meg
So Particle | Adverbs -
’Aqa XIV.1
The Noun Declension - | Nom. ~
+
,Sutar spiritual VII.2.5 Sing. Ut +Ora
leader
Tic. TACa From Ashal Sandhi i | Sandhii 1.2 | Ablat. Tic+at +&
! ! and Nouni Declension - | Sing.
other (such Particles | VII.2.2 ra
Principles) Conjunctions-
XIV.3
From Particles | Conjunctions- | -
,Acah XIV.3
Arf Forth Particle Prefixi XIV.4 | -
awaCa Righteous | Adjective | Adjective V.1 | Nom. nawat +
! Sing.
ora
IBDIW Wise Participle | Perfect Nom.
' Participle Sing.
XI.3
Declension i

! This is an irregular form
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Word Meaning Part of| Grammar Grammar | Etymology
speech book Topic &
Ch.
VII.3.9 _
He shall| Verb Imperative 3 Pers.| &
,Utoarm speak Mood XI.2.3. | Sing O urm
The learned wise one (assisting priest) shall speak&ith r8a™Pwidh ac U. 0

Word Meaning Part of| Topic & Ch | Grammar| Etymology
speech
Sraosha Roots - | Vowel Acc. x
-+
mvCoars Noun Grad.illl.2 | Sing. aC o
Declension urs
T VIL2.1
miCa Blessed Adjective | Adjective- A_cc. ay +iCa
V.1 Sing.
Declension
- VII.2.2
Well grown | Particles | Prefix- Acc. _ +&
;mvDoaruh Roots XIV.4 Sing. a o
Adjective | Adjective- Due-- uh
V.1
Declension
T VI.2.2
,mvnaj Argvrv\ Victorious Adjective Cdljectlve- éicncé naj rarqvrv\
Declension
T VIL3.4
_ Prospering | Participle | Present Acc. +
ag TadArf the world Compound Participle - | Sing. ’Aang
,mvqE XL Ta- +dArf
Declension
-VIl.2.4
Compounds
T X.
mvnawaCa Righteous Adjectlye Adjective- Apc. naw+at -
Sandhi V.1 Sing.
Declension +&ra
-VII.3.4
Of Noun - |Sandhi 71 | Gen. ~
+
.ehaCa righteousnesy Sandhi 1.2 Sing. at +o-ra
Declension
- VIL.2.2
mutar Lord Noun Declension | Acc. sing utar =
-VIL.2.8
ut-+6-ra
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Word Meaning Part of| Topic & Ch | Grammar| Etymology
speech
-ediamazaY We venerate | Verb Present 1st Pers & zaY
Tense Plu.
XI1.2.1

We venerate blessed, weitown, victorious Sraosha, meering the world, righteous, Lo

of Righteousness.

Word Meaning| Part of| Grammar book Grammar Etymology
speech Topic & Ch.
mvnuha Ahuna | Proper Declension I | Acc. Sing. an-ur
Noun VIl.2.1
& ha
,mIriaW Vairya | Proper AdjeCtIVQV.l- ) Acc. Sing.
Noun Declension |
VIl.2.1
munat Body Noun Declension I | Acc. Sing. | +O
VII.2.8
4 Protects | Verb Present Tensg 3rd Pers| &
IUAD X1.2.1 Sing.
Ahuna Vairya protects the body.
Word Meaning | Part of| Topic & Ch. Grammar Etymology
speech
AcmvnsayY And _ Nou_n - | Declension - | Acc. Sing. ac+an +
veneration Particles| VII.2.1
Conjunctions - & zaY
XIV.3
.acmvmha\l And _ Nou_n - | Declension - | Acc. Sing. ac+am +
invocation| Particles| VII.2.1
Conjunctions - & haw
XIV.3
; And Noun - | Declension - | Acc. Sing.
+
,acsajoa strength | Particles| VI1.2.8 ac+hMa
Conjunctions - +@.j0a
XIV.3
acvrawaz A_nd Noun- Sandhi 1.1 Indeclinable. ac- +vra
vigour Sandhi | Declension -
Particles| VII.2.8 +&- Uz
Prefixes- XIV.4
Conjunctions -
XIV.3
) ; | pray Verb Present Tensg 1% Pers.| A i
"MAnNIrfA X121 Sing. O irf(A)
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Word Meaning | Part of| Topic & Ch. Grammar Etymology
speech

| pray (for the) veneration, invocation, strength and vigour of blessed, strong Sr
having the body made of Manthra, having a strong spear, belonging to Ahura.

Translation of Srosh BUj.

With propitiation of Ahura Mazda.

Asha Vahishta (Best Righteousness) is good. It is Bliss. Bliss unto him who (is) righteous
for (the sake of) Asha Vahishta.

Just as the lord (rules) at will so (does) the spiritual leader orumicod (the power

emanating from) Asha and relative principles. The gift of Vohu Manah (comes to him

who dedicates) actions of life unto Mazda. And (he) who helps a deserving needy person

gives power to Ahura.

| profess to be a Mazdayasna (who is a) fodowf Zarathushtra, abstaining form evil

(and) f ol | o wveachimgs. PFon wenardtisn, ifvocation, propitiation and
glorification unto righteous HUvani, Lord o
propitiation and glorification unt o right
righteousness.

With propitiation, veneration, invocation, propitiation and glorification of blessed, strong
Sraosha, having the body of Manthra, a strong spear, belonging to Ahura.

The chief priestydfipeahs j\/@ritr_ryéurd)t o me i
The learned wise one (assisting priest) shabkdortha] U r8aMBwi9h ac U. 0

We venerate blessed, wgitown, victorious Sraosha, prospering the world, righteous,
Lord of Righteousness.

Ahuna Vairya protects the body.

| pray (for the) veneration, invocation, strength and vigour of blessedgs8mosha,

having the body of Manthra, a strong spear, belonging to Ahura.

QUESTION BANK

First Semester
Ch. I. THE AVESTAN ALPHABET
1. Give the Avesta alphabet with transcription in its phonetic divisions.
2 Write the following in Roman script:

,Acah ,Tic ,TACa ,Sutar ,Aga ,OyriaW ,Uha ,AgaY (a)
JAdzam ,SuVhMam&nanaqoay} ,OhMananfAdzad ,SuVhMaw
© mvrAtsAW ,Tadad ,Oybugvrd,miY ,A iAruha ,AcmvrqaCx
,TAdad ,mUyAp ,Etiawam ,Adzam,An ,mvK(b)
,EhManEa ,Ata Cvradid ,lwgvrd ,Am , Tayh
,AcsahManamAcsargA ,TAmhaBg ,mVyna
" JAruha ,AtSoarg ,mvCa,SiAngoay } ,lyaY

b) Write the following in Avestan script :
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@)J_ [H]HIK JU/ NGGH @RH G
B/ KR H@GS8 AQRCK BH

@ G7H TMGR@Q K@Y @

K@XC/ @GK/™M W@®K/ HBT @
()@ DK TMG: T@GHS8RDK @QR4
S8R/ @QR4 S8R/ @GK/ H
GW@9 @/ H T@GH8R/ H @" DK"

3. T literate:

/V[/réal’ns[l‘g?a/l"ef POQT @" H K@XEK@ QNRMAL RKRA@ N/7AD
ML HABW @T7 @GN K @A WA @ TW@XKARIQL[ER HE P @T @[ H
K@B L7 X BRP[@Q/N IS J7/@THRQ N [@GPQTAR P @XJadRP
78 KO@D N /7 A @M LW—I AN QT QM N & NEPRVWED @K "

Ch.Il SANDHI
1. Fill in the blanks :
i +1z gR pat
EX uwa # + dam
at i+ apu H + Tic
acsa+ irAn at + mawW
e + thMa at + zZram
bk vz H+ has
pan kat at + |
arAwrz = éurz |Siriats =Si + 0-

2. Explain giving examples any six rules of Consonantal Sandhi.

Ch. lll. ROOTS & THEIR GRADATIONS

1. Give any eight roots along with their grades and meanings.

2. Explain givingexamples how Vowel Gradation is formed in Avesta.

3. Give the meanings along with Guna andddhi forms of the following roots:

a)O nat e)O jab

b)&in 7O ip
0O urm 9) O urs
d) O vrvp h) O vrvts
4.
Guna form oi(~) IS is Vrddhi form of(~) inis

Vrddhi form of O jabiis Vrddhi form of O Tvrvps

F W@
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Guna form ofO- UrSs Vrddhi form of O Cugis

Ch. IV. NOUNS
1. Explain giving examples how primary and secondary nouns are formed

Ch. V ADJECTIVES

1. Explain giving two examples each, how the two sets of Comparative and
Superlative Degrees of Adjectives are formed in Avesta.

2. How are Degrees of Adjectives formed in Avesta ?

Ch.VI GENDERS
1. Give the meanings and ferme forms of the following words :

,akAyn ,nawaCa
,uUqvrvp ,aCEam
.uzaY . amxat

Ch. VIl DECLENSIONS
1. Decline, giving meanings:

aruhadl oAHama Ak howi,andMmMhous e o
ArSa fweapon,@psa fhorosre o

Jriag fAimount,@anAMihouseod
2. Decline, giving meanings:
.nawaCa ,uruAd ,hManamratoaz ; ,Tawama,TNarab; ,ratoaz

Ch. VIII. PRONOUNS
1. Give the declensions of first and Second Personal Pronouns.
2. Give the different pronouns in Avesta.

Ch. IX. NUMERALS
1. Give the first ten ordinal numbers in Avesta.

Ch. XI. VERBS
1. Explain how the following are formed :
Present Tense Perfect Tense Potential Mood Imperative Mood

2. Give 10 roots along with their classes of Conjugation and base.
3. Explain giving meaning, the grammatical formation of the following words:

JhamAnirf e diamazaY ,OtayDiUY ,nvrab ,Tasvrvp
,utoarm ,Tadad ,Tay} id ,yAd imha ,Tawb

4. Explain giving examples how Nérhematic Classes are forthe
5. Explain giving meaning, the grammatical formation of the following words:
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Jdtianirf Jgtsa  ,inAsvrvp ,iAzaY ,Toarm ,aCatat
JhamArab ,lyub

6. Write a note on Conjugational Tenses and Moods.

7. Give the paradigms @vrvb with meanings in Present Tense Parasmaipada.
8. Explain giving meaning, the grammatical formation of the following words:

JhamAnirf  jiha ,inAsvrvp ,Eturm ,Orab ,iAzaY
,Tasvrvp ,SvrAyub

Ch. XII. PARTICIPLES
1. Explain giving examples how the folling are formed:
Future Participle Present Participlé Perfect Participle

Ch. XIll. DERIVATIVE VERBS
1. Explain giving two examples each, how Derivative Verbs are formed.

Ch.XVI. TRANSLATION
1. Transliterateand Translate :

" ,ediamazaY ,n&Ham,mvruha
T itIAp  ,munatmlriaW ,mvnuha
" iArtSuqgaraz ,iAmatips ,[Ham ,Oruha,Toarm
" OnoaCa ,OnAwryimvyabzimoats
©,mvrAtsAW ,Tadad ,Oybugvrd
" ,TAdad ,/&mAd ,|Ham ,Oruha
© tiasfvrvn |Im | Tak ,itiEy } xu ,;m ,Tak

.aHam aruha ,Et ,vsanvn

KEY TO EXERCISES

Ch.1.4.2

,Tvrvb .-TAdad |,Oruha
,argA .hManam | ,iha
Ch.1.4.3

J DK R@L : KA@M~ @
@GK/ HLDK@6|N@HPH




Ch.1.5.2.

b|Z]|;
A

Y

Ch.l53J DK L/ K@X
KY CCIRGE? D
@LN ] U@GK/ 9
< @WW@M] IDKH§ P@M8
RK K7 HZKC/C@ERT @W/

GW@9

chl.5.4 ,ItNvh

I\)\

/1P

oY ,AhMVsiOp ,ABq ,Aj ,mvrgvrvWWk

JdXic ,mUtar ,SlbmUha ,m&d ,iOm Arqic

,/AhManamriJtNaj

,OCoars ,UhoW,iOh ,Ta
* TlciAmhak ,ICaW ,iAmhaY ,iAmha ,Adzam

Ch.1.6.1

Av. letter Transcript Phonetic division
B U] Bi-labial

h G Aspiration

d C Dental

% w Semivowel / Liquid
N \ Nasal

S 8 Sibilant

G 3 Gutteral

2 c Nasal

f E Labial

7 = Sibilant

c B Palatal

1.7.11.

AgaY | ,mvCa

,UhoW |, Tayh

Ch..1.1
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1.,Tlz 2.,itxUna 3.,atEapu 4.,acsayriAn
5.,ewhMa 6.,Urz 7.,anEatazvrv | 8. ,atxoarf
Ch.ll.1.2
| a. Dirgha Sandhi | b. Guna Sandhi, Vadidhi Sandhi and Antargata Sandhi. \
Chll.2.1
1. ,namxat 2. .unfat 3., itsam 4. |itsic
5. ,atNaW 6.,atSram 7. itsas 8. ,aCa
Chll.2.2
1. ,atxiri 2. ,atSaY 3. .etsaW
4.,atxab 5. ,atSrap 6.,amsaW
Chlil.1.1
1.6 1 2.6-Tic 3.6-Ans 406 ICx
5.60-zvrvb | 6.6-uts 7.6-Ci 8.0-svrvp
Chli.2.3
ar MAgQ b) - srap c) - Earf d) - UAtS
Chli.2.3
GUNA FORM VRIDDHI GUNA FORM | VRIDDHI FORM
FORM
1| -nat - nAt 5 [-Oarm - UArm
2| -rats -TAts 6 [-Eap -1Ap
3|-jab -jAb 7 |-oars - UATrs
4| -Ean -1AN 8 [-rap -TAp
ChV.1.
1.ay - 2.naw
Ch.V.2.
Superlative degree Comparative degree
i hol iaewtsawaCa i hol ar@tsawaCa 1
2

A n e a ratSdzan

fi n e a.hMaydzan
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ChVI.1
1. ,Arirs | 2. ,iwhMaW |3 ,Apsa |4. itilawtsa |5. iheyjoa
ChVil.4.1
Word Case Number | Meaning
iAyanEad Dative Singular [Af or the r¢
TAyagAg Ablative Singular [Afrom t he
awhAgEag Locative Singular |[ii n t he wol
i Instrumental/Dative | Dual Awith/for/ f{
2ybArqiod /Ablative eyesod
OhMIdZud Nominative/Accusativg Plural ito the /[t
’ oneso
m&natSEagar | Geniive Plural  [fiof the wal
mvrDvxah Accusative Singular |[Ait o t he fri
m&nanqoa3} Genitive Plural nof the acHt
ehatAd Geritive Singular [Aof the | a
Orgim Nominative Singular |[Ai The Mithr {
mé&naCvma Genitive Plural fi of t he J:
: I mmortal o]
m&natNvps Genitive Plural fiof t he
’ beneficent

Ch.VIl.4.2. Give the Avesta words for

Avesta word

Of righteousness ehaCa

With two hands ,aybiEatSaz

Of the religion ,|yan Ead

From the house -TANAMN

For the warriors ,OybAtSEaqgar
The two kingdoms -argaCx

For the two horses

,aybiEapsa
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ChVI1.3.10.2

Word Case Number | Meaning

Osaj Nominative | Singular |fi grod o

etiawrd Dative Singular |[Af or t he
TanamCac Ablative Singular |[Afrom t he

arqA Instrumental | Singular [Awi t h t he

M&IAts Genitive Plural nof the s
ehManEa Dative Singular [Aif or t he

eniamxah Dative Singular |Af orr it ered

m&nfaCx Genitive Plural Anof the n
etiAtEaway Dative Singular [Aif or t he

Ch.VIIl.1

Word Type of pronoun Gender Meaning

apsiW Pronominal Adjective Masculine Anall o

SiAt Third Pers. Pronou| Masculine Awihdeéma

! (Instrumental Plural)

Awh Reflexive Pronoun Feminine Ahersel fo
awruah Pronominal Adjective Masculine Awhol eo
TatEa Demonstrative Pronoun | Neuter At hiso

ayY Relative Pronoun Masculine AWho. whi
Tat Third Pers. Pronoun (Norn Neuter Anit [/ to
' & Acc. Singular)

Awa Demonstrative Pronoun | Feminine it hat o

n&t Third Pers. Pronou| Feminine Aito hero
! (Accusatve Singular)

Ak Interrogative Pronoun Feminine AWho, wha
iom First Pers. Pronoun (Datiy - nfor me |/
! & Genitive Singular)

Ch. IX.1

AHRW/7e conb5 RMZi xt hq

JPHRWHhiIi r (G@NRI@s ev e

R: HPW@ur | @RK7inei ght

NS@ifift

L/ SKifni nt h
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Ch. X1.3.4
etiaCvraW :ihe will wor k. o Fut“Person, Biagularégm At man .

GzvivWit o wor k. o

,Iyub ‘imayest Prebatve Mdp& Pabasmaipadd’ Rerson, Singular from

&Ubit o become. o

amAdi we gave. 0 Root A'®erdor Plyral frwdr Ads tad pcidvae . d
-amursusiwe have / had heard. o PdPsen Pleatftom Tens e,
G ursfia hear . o

JhAr i1 g d\AeristgAtmanepada, SiPerson, Singular fro® Ar it o gi ve. o
VratAzvrawAW it hey two have / had worked. o Pe
Person, Dual fron® ZVIVW t o wor k. o

,SVIAymaj fimay t hey r each.manepadae%RetsinyPuralNtono d, At
dmaj Ato reach. o

Ch. XIII.5.1
Derivative Verb Modification of root Termination
Frequentative A. Reduplicating the root | -
B. Reduplicating the root addinga-
C. Reduplicating the root addingaly -
Desiderative Reduplicating the root addingaC -
Denominative A. - -
B. Gunating addinga-
final vowel.
C. Dropping . _
final vowel. addingdy
Causal Changing the raoto Guna . _
or Vriddhi form addingaya
Incohative - addingas -




